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JUSTIN TILBROOK
MOTOR TRIMMERS

EXPERIENCED IN VETERAN, VINTAGE
& CLASSIC P.V.T. VEHICLES

e T * CAR SEATING
We specialize in: + PANELLING

* HEADLINERS * CAR CARPETS

* TOURER HOODS  » WINDOW & DOOR SEALS
* SIDE CURTAINS 4 MODIFICATIONS

Email: tilbrook@rbe.net.au
Web Site: www.rbe.net.au/~tilbrook/cu.htm

(lean Blast

Abrasive Sandblasting
& Paint Supplies
Mick Nayda
ph 8842 2699 0438 548 982

mnayda@claremetal.com.au

MID NORTH
CRASH REPAIRS

RESTORATIONAND REFINISHING
OF VINTAGEAND CLASSIC
MOTOR VEHICLES

e Complete Crash Repair Service
* [nsurance and private work

Phone: 08 8842 2062
Email: mncrash@rhe.net.au

9 Lennon Street,Clare
APPROVED

REPAIRER

Working in conjunction
with Goode Restorations

CHRIS MILTON

Engine Developments

www.miltonengines.com.au

e Specializing in rebuilding of vintage &

early engines

e No job too big or small
e Over 100 years combined knowledge

Ring one of or friendly staff for a free
quote or advice Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm

Ph: 08 8344 8070
Fax: 08 8344 1167
Email: sam@miltonengines.com.au

CHROME RESTORATION

(& morel)
Premium quality
work performed
by our team of
qualified industry
specialists!

A CLASS
METAL

FINISHERS
P/L

6 Waddikee
Road
Lonsdale
SA 5160

PH: 8384 4331

www.aclassmetal.com.au
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It iswith sadness that | advise members of NARC of the passing
of my father Alan Rosevear. Alan was the proud owner of a 1969
Holden Kingswood and enjoyed the conversation and
companionship offered by hisfriends at the NARC. | attended a
couple of events with him and we also took part in the Cavalcade
of Carsearlier thisyear and it was fantastic that he was able to S '

take part in the largest car run he had ever done in the last few months of hislife. Dad's health
deteriorated quickly but he passed peacefully at Riverton Aged Care on Wednesday 24" September.

We will be conducting a service for Alan at the Auburn Bowls Club on October 15 at 2pm and invite any
members of NARC to come along and celebrate the life of a man who had many passions. He has been
privately cremated and so will arrive at his service in his beloved Kingswood. It goes without saying that
he would love if members of NARC do attend, it might be in one of their classic cars aso.

Light refreshments to be served following the service and there will be abar for drinks.

Kind regards, Kriss Rosevear

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Greetings NARC members,

The Y orke Peninsula Field Days at Paskeville are over and despite some windy days the event has
been regarded as very successful. With over 500 exhibitors and over 20,000 people attending the event, there
has been a huge amount of positive feed back to the organising committee for the way things were run and the
quality of their facilities on the site. The Y.P.F.D. committee need to be commended for having the courage
and foresight to progress with their new office and conference centre development which is rather eye
catching situated adjacent to the highway.

The Field days were attended by many of our members, both as viewing patrons and also involved in
exhibits, beit with cars, trucks, engines or tractors. | would remind NARC members who displayed their
special machines at the Field Days to notify the secretary of their involvement so that their participation can
be recorded and added to the attendance records that are used to determine club awards.

The H.C.V.C run to Port Lincoln was attended by our vice President Jim and wife Beverley with their
Mitsubishi truck, unfortunately our secretary Pam and Kelvin had to pull out at the last minute because of
illness but Helen and | went on the run but sadly without our truck. Three days before the departure date an
inside wheel bearing on arear axle failed and caused some drama. All the axle bearings had been replaced less
5000 kilometres ago by atradesman. When | dismantled the hub and examined the bearings which were
Timken bearings made in India, | was reluctant to embark on along trip without thorough investigation and
maybe replacement of all the bearings. Therollersin the failed bearing seemed to be soft. The Port Lincoln
run was a great success for the H.C.V.C. thanks to the organisation by Greg and Helen Kerley. We visited the
Alex Stenross maritime museum, a distillery, a collection of immaculate Ford cars, acollection of stationary
engines and several tractor collections. At the collection of Caterpillar tractors that we visited at Kappinnie,
we were given an informative presentation by Trevor Scott who is the President of the SA chapter of the
Caterpillar owners club. He told us about the history of the company and the differences between the various
models and the changes made to them over the years.

Theinaugura “Coffee and Cars’ event at Port Broughton was quite successful with many carsin
attendance and the coffee sellers a bit overwhelmed, but it was a pity that the cars could not be displayed on
the foreshore lawns, perhaps in the future some discussions need to be held with council personnel.

Our October meeting will be held in Port Broughton, speaker Peter O'Leary on things automotive, then
the 6™ of November at Jamestown where Treasurer Merv Robinson will give a presentation about an overseas
trip that he and Aileen had been on. On the 22" of November the President’s run will be occurring with a visit
to the collection of John and Geraldine Slattery at Narridy and we finish of our activities for the year with the
presentation lunch at the Mundoora Club on December 7.

Cheers, Bruce

NEW MEMBERS NARC would like to welcome new members :-Ebony Dunning from Blakeview who
has a 1927 Chevrolet tourer. Brian Horewood from Wallaroo, Bob Sommerville from Farrell Flat,
Walky (Garry) Wauchope from Port Germein, Richard Gloster from Auburn.

FRONT COVER Macolm McPherson’s International A5C160 series mid 50's.
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General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm Speaker Peter O'Leary who has a
comprehensive background in things automotive and particulary Jet Boat racing.

Burra Show - NARC to display cars

Clare Show — NARC display of cars. Contact Graham Goode for free tickets.
0418 894 304 Enter from South gate

Bay to Birdwood and Motorfest. Motorfest details and entry on
our website .... www.narc.org.au

Note earlier date General Meeting at Jamestown Aerodrome 8pm
Paul Wilson will give a talk and show photos of the National Historical Machinery
Association Rally held near Toowoomba, Queensland 23" — 25th August, 2025.

President’s Run meet at Narridy Hall at 9-30am to drive to John Slattery’s
collection for morning tea. Dinner at the Crystal Brook Hotel.

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

Presentation Lunch at Mundoora.

Blyth Cinema 4pm & 7.30 and 6pm dinner in Hall

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

General Meeting at Goode Restorations Clare 8pm
Coffee and Cars Port Broughton

General Meeting at Crystal Brook RSL 8pm

Swap Meet at Clare Race Track

Booleroo Steam Rally
Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

Laura Fair -display of NARC cars
General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm

Run to be advised

General Meeting at Jamestown 8pm

Show n Shine at Port Broughton
Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm

AGM at Port Broughton Golf Club 8pm
Deadline for Con-Rod submissions
Mundoora Tractor Pull

General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm


www.narc.org.au

October 5th

12th

18th

November 1%t

15-16t

January 18t

February 2"

October 13-24t

18th
26th
November
9th
Oth
14th& 15t

January 18t

Swap Meets

Balhannah Motorcycle Only, at Oval, Sellers Site’s $15 1 person, Buyers $5
Sellers 6:30am. Public 7:00am. Inquiries Michael Griffin 0439 039 904

Strathalbyn at oval 5.30am Sellers $20 2 People, 6.30am Buyers $5
Inquires Greg 0428 886 500

Cobdogla at Oval. Sellers 5am $25.00 booking essential
camping on site Saturday from to 2pm. Buyers 7am $5.00
Inquires Craig 0425 339 444

Northern Districts Motorsport assoc. Chinnery Park Oval Port Augusta
Contact Kevin Scwabb on 0499 519 897

Bendigo Swap Meet Narc has a site if you have something to sell.

Hahndorf at oval. Traders: $25 6am Buyers: $5 8am, Children Free
Inquires Steve 0421 548 919. Denis 0428 609 343.

McLaren Vale at Oval. Gates open 6.00am for stall holders $20 - Overnight stay

available. Gates open 7.30am for buyers $5 entry
Enquiries - Steve Hill 0417 813 727

Other Events of Interest

Motorfest Federation of Historic Motor Vehicles event in conjunction with
Bay to Birdwood. Entries close 1st October 2025
Full program and registration form on Narc website (Events) or contact Editor.

Magna40 - Celebrating 40 years of the Magna. Tonsley Park Hub (old Mitsubishi
factory) free to the public from 10am-1:30pm. Around 120 cars on display.

Down Under London to Brighton Vehicles over 100 years old gather at
London Rd Mile End South 9am for viewing & depart 10am to Morning Tea and
London Buns at the Combined Car Clubs Clubrooms at Glandore. On display
there until departing for Wattle Reserve North Brighton at 11.15am. The vehicles
remain on display until 1.00pm. Full details and entry on Narc web site -Events

Power Of The Past Cancelled for 2025

Classic Car Day 55 Frado Road Angel Vale, car entry 8.30am to 10am $10
Yankalilla Classic Motor Show at Showgrounds Will feature classic
automobiles of various varieties, as well as food and beverage outlets,

bar facilities, entertainment, and exhibits.From 11 a.m. sharp Entry $6 person,
Children U/12 Free.Contact and inquiries 0414 995 669
yankalillaclassic@gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/YankalillaClass
Adelaide Auto Expo Friday Night 5-9pm & 10am-8pm Saturday $30

All Holden Day 9am to 4pm Wigley Reserve Glenelg $15 car entry
spectators free contact Roger 0419 730 177 Richard 0432 505 997

For more information on most of above... www.bevenyoung.com.au swap meet
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FrRoM THE K APUNDA cHAPTER

Chairman, Geoff Rowett 0409 457 631 mernowie@bigpond.com
Vice- Chairman, Barry Rowett 0438 968 537

Secretary, Malcolm Johncock 0490 672 237 Oaklandkapunda@Gmail.Com
Treasurer, Kevin Teague 0448 777 068 Kevcarolteague@Gmail.Com
Events Coordinator Malcolm Johncock 0490 672 237 Oaklandkapunda@Gmail.Com
Property Officer Trish Evans 0404 085 775

Vehicle Inspector Geoff Rowett 0409 457 631 Auditor, Daryll Rowett

Address all correspondence to, The Secretary, Kapunda Chapter of NARC,
Box 94 Kapunda 5373 Email, oaklandkapunda@gmail.com

KAPUNDA CHAPTER CALENDAR.
Meetings are held in the Lutheran Hall South Tce Kapunda at 7.30 pm.

FRIDAY 24 October Meeting 7-30 p.m. Lutheran Hall, Kapunda..
Guest Speaker Danny Menzel The graphic designer of the award winning
Kapunda murals. Tak about our murals and silo art.

SUNDAY, 26 October. Ahrens Museum, She Oak Log.
Meet 12 noon,Clare Castle Hotel, Kapunda.for lunch.
Seniorsroast lamb $16 etc. 2-00 pm at Ahrens, She Oak Log.

FRIDAY, 28 November. Meeting 7-30 pm. Lutheran Hall Kapunda.
Guest Speaker, Cindy Ruediger from the Kapunda Visitor Centre.
Tourism and its potential in Kapunda.

SUNDAY, 30 November.Event. "Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines'.
Xmas Toy Fly in or Drive In. Admittance by the donation of one or more childs
Xmastoys for those less fortunate. All go to charity. One gift per person and
preferably unwrapped. Truro Flats Air Park, 165 Shilling Road Annandale S.A.
Be aware of Kangaroos, Powered Parachutes and Wombat holes.
Catering on site. About $8 for a steak sandwich and $5 for cake and coffee.
The action starts at 9-00 am. We will meet at 10-00 am. Hill Street Kapunda
and expect to arrive by 11-00 am.

SUNDAY, 14 December Xmas Dinner.
Sir James Fergusson Hotel, 1 Hallett Street Tarlee at 12 noon.
Two course meal at $30 ahead. Pre book with the Secretary.

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER.

Kapunda Chapter meeting roundup.

Video night August 22. Members enjoyed a motorcycle film.

Drive Day September 1 This event was arranged by The Gawler Club at Bethany Reserve near
Tanunda. Irene reports that it was well attended in nice weather and was a very sociable event...Severa
Chapter Members attended mostly in Club cars.

Gawler Swap Meet. September 21. Tim and Trish report awell attended event with something for
everyone from pot plants to car parts. There was sufficient rain at one stage for the stall holders to cover
their tables, but this did not detract from the event.

Brendan Karder addressed the meeting on his involvement with his sheep meat enterprise and
regenerative dynamic farming. A different approach to making small farms pay.
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146" CRYSTAL BROOK SHOW 9™ August

With the 2 Deutz tractors still on the Kenworth from the Price Tractor Pulls, Kelvin and |
drove to Crystal Brook oval to leave the tractors to be displayed with other agricultural
implements.We drove back Saturday morning for the Show on a very pleasant day with a huge
number of people and families all looking at the attractions on display. The Shearing competition
ran most of the day and prizes were awarded to the finalists. The children’s petting animals area
was well patronised. They were able to walk with them and pat the baby animals and rabbits. The
Kemmy Red Brick Trail for children to walk around with a red tractor sign to collect something along
the trail, they even were given a Golden North ice-cream to indulge. Lesley Little asked members
to be back at the NARC and PADARC display on the oval for a group photo for 1pm. But the wait
for her was too long for lvan Venning who asked Jim Puust to give him a phone call when she was
back on the oval. Lesley sent a message to say that she was taking photos of the Men’s Chocolate
cake competition and then going over to the Poultry section to take more photos. She finally arrived
back to take the group photo but then Jim had to call Ivan back, but he missed a few calls. He
finally came back on a gopher that was his first day in using it. We saw him turning around on two



wheels to take his position in front of the
group. Ivan has been home for only a
week from hospital and he has not got
an appetite to eat food much at all. He
has to go back to have chemo treatment
next week, so we wish him all the best
for that. The final of the men’s only
chocolate cake was won by Nick
Stringer from Mundoora with Sam Inglis
as runner up. Nick’s family had entered
poultry, ducks and eggs which they had .
received many first’s ribbons and trophy prizes. His son Henry wearmg his own
singlet was helping out with the Shearing competition by picking up the fleece
pieces. Their family also won the Scare Crow competition — well done! Everyone
has to help out with entries for displays or else the show will not happen. From 12
noon Anthony Ireland from Mundoora was giving Sheep Dog demonstrations on
the oval. At 2pm Bill Newitt was giving a talk on his Agricultural dealership at
Crystal Brook selling Chamberlain. The farmers around were commenting that his
sale pitch was ‘This is the last one - there will be no more’. At 3pm was the Grand
Parade of the Ute Muster competition participants and the NARC and PADARC
car enthusiasts. Megan Venning nee Spackman, from Mundoora drove lvan’s
Packard around the oval along with the vintage tractors.

Kelvin loaded up the tractors and tied them down for our return journey back to Mundoora.
By Pam Stringer.

(I ARG s

M

Photos by Lesley Little except tractors by Kelvin Stringer



COLLECTIBLE CARS ON SHOW

A new display at the 150" Copper Coast Show in 2021, “Collectible Cars on Show” has
quickly become a regular feature. This year’s display attracted a variety of vehicles spanning the
past century.

On Saturday, 16™ August local enthusiasts welcomed owners and their cars from Adelaide,
Beetaloo Valley and Port Broughton, which added to a colourful line-up of vehicles and machinery
on the green of the Kadina Showgrounds.

The oldest vehicle, a 1925 Dodge Tourer owned by Kelvin and Pam Stringer, was driven
from its home at Mundoora on Saturday morning taking 1 hour and 10 minutes to complete the
62km trip to Kadina, compared to modern car travel time of 40 minutes.

Results of the public vote were:

- - 1stplace 1967 HR Holden Premier
Steve & Paula Arnold, Wallaroo

2"d place 1972 HQ LS Monaro
Haydn Andrews, Moonta

3" place 2004 Holden VY SS Commodore
Joel Appleby, Blakeview

4™ place (no Photo) 1950 Morris
Commercial LC3 Utility
Graham Correll, Kadina

Photos and story by Dianne Correll



David Lutze collection at Ardrossan 2" September

Tuesday morning we left home at 8-15 to travel down to Bute, Kulpara, Melton and on to
Ardrossan. We became swamped in fog along Aeroplane Road heading to Bute. At 9.45 we arrived
at Ardrossan and a perfect day.

Jan and Ken Porter were in their 1949 Chevrolet and had driven down on Monday to stay at
the Caravan Park. It was stated that the Park hadn’t had many tourists because the algae bloom
has deterred many holiday makers going to the coastal e
areas.

We walked to David’s huge collection of many things -
cyclone toys and cars; garage oil signs fuel pumps; tins;
doIIs you name it |t was there Had morning tea and

e B continued viewing the
collection. David’s
parents were Don and
Gwen Lutze who were
great collectors and
attended every clearing
sale anywhere in the
State or interstate.
David also had cars and
motor bikes in the
collection.

Decided to have an
early lunch, but
everyone else thought the same thing as we had to wait in a
line up at the bakery to order hot pies or pasties or sausage
rolls, a great selection. There was a huge collection of sweets
to choose from - tiramisus cake slices to apricot slices and
rock buns with cherries in them. Everything was made in
house — a credit to them. After dinner we drove to the
Ardrossan Museum where the Stump Jump Plough was invented by Clarence Smith. This South
Australian invention revolutionized farming because it allowed ploughs to simply jump over the
rocks and those tough mallee stumps. The museum buildings were the original blacksmith factory.

Also, on show were artifacts of the ship wreck Zanoni that sank in 1867 travelling from Port
Wakefield to Adelaide. It was found back in 1983, and although the ship is still underwater the
museum holds many of the finds retrieved from the deep. ThIS shlp is now the most intact 19"
century merchant sailing vessel to be found in P =
South Australian waters, making the site a Y/
valuable archaeological resource. The museum
is open every day of the week from 10am to
4pm and has plenty of activities to keep children
entertained.

The lady from the news agency wanted to
take our photo as she heard that NARC
members were in town. She along with others
are trying to bring back the tourists to come to
the coastal towns as no one is visiting them.
There are plenty of things to do other than
fishing on Yorke Peninsula. We drove back
home a different way to view the crops of the
area.

Thanks go to Allan Pitchers for organizing the day with David Lutze.

Pam Stringer.
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Cars and coffee

Sunday the 28th September and the "Cars
and Coffee" run at Pt Broughton fired up with cars
arriving from 08.30. This event has been organized
by N.A.R.C. members Leslie Little and Peter
O'Leary and supported by N.A.R.C. With an early
morning gloomy weather start, the cars started
rolling in, the sun came out and one after another,
cars galore, so many | jumped in to help Peter.
What a great turn out and by 11.30 | counted 104
individual vehicles, supported by SMASA, NARC, MAPS,
Chrysler Car Club, and many others. Two cars travelled from
afar, one came from Aldinga which nearly took out the most
kms travelled but a late arrival in a Mercedes from Kimba,
took out the honours. The township of Pt Broughton was well
patronized by drivers purchasing coffee and nibbles in the
local shops. Midday, after a brief presentation and thankyou
speech from Leslie and Pete, everyone started to head off
without incident. Leslie and Peter hope to hold 4 events per
year, one for each season and the Summer one scheduled
for February.

Great morning, job well done.

As observed and photographed by Geoff Wall.
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NARC Members cars shown previous page amongst
others - Birrell's Haflinger, Thomas Johansson’s
Mitsubishi Triton ute, Allan Pitcher’s 37 Vauxhall
Coupe and very well behaved furry friend, Craig
Thomas and his 27 Buick and Stringer’s 25 Dodge.

Photos below by Lesley Little

The longest distance _ _‘ ;
Travelled award. John and Fran Birrell with Hafi.
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Minutes of Previous Meetings

14" August at Port Broughton

Bruce Philbey welcomed 29 members. There were 16 apologies. Minutes of Previous Meeting held
10™ July 2025 were read and confirmed.
Correspondence — IN Invitation from the Yorke Peninsula Field Days to display.

Trevor Naismith registered as the New Public Officer.

Kevin and Jan French have resigned.

OUT Get-Well card to lvan Venning.

Merv Robinson has 4 membership payments through a bank branch but does not who made the
payment names are not attached with this payment method.
Editor had the latest newsletter. Looking for pictures of members vehicles for the front cover.
Burra to Morgan Run by lan Radford — although the weather was cold and wet there was a record
with 150 persons. .
Lesley Little and Peter O’Leary presented a proposal for 4 Cars and Coffee at Port Broughton,
Lesley moved her proposal for NARC to support them in attending Coffee and Cars at Port
Broughton. Carried
lan Radford thanked John Birrell for the article that he put in Con-Rod on Brian Beyer as a valued
and respected member of NARC.
Ardrossan run on 2" September meet at 10am at the Town Hall and walk to David Lutze
collection for morning tea.
The Mundoora Community Club will host the Presentation Dinner on Sunday 7" December NARC
pays half or 50% of the meal but members pay for their own drinks.
Merv proposed that we have a Rally to travel somewhere. Lesley Little suggested Kapunda to visit
the Anlaby Station. The 146" Crystal Brook Show on 9™ August was well attended by NARC
members.
Copper Coast Show Saturday 16" August
Guest Speaker Tori Gill absent — Pam Stringer spoke of Tori’'s achievements.
Next meeting 4™ September at Kadina Show grounds with Mike Griffin. Supper followed.

4th September at Kadina Showgrounds

Bruce Philbey welcomed 22 members new member Brian Horewood and a visitor.

There were 10 apologies. Minutes of Previous Meeting held 14 August at Port Broughton were read
and confirmed.

Motion -Allan Pitchers moved that Club pay 50% of the meal at the presentation lunch. Carried.
Graham Burgess stated that the Federation of Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Clubs that had
organized a run on 16" May 2026 to Clare—but clashes with Clare Gourmet Week and will be
changed.

Merv moved the treasurers report be accepted Carried

Merv had the stainless-steel cups which cost of $19 each. Graham Correll moved that Club charge
$20 for members. Carried. Graham Correll moved that we give 15 cups to Kapunda Chapter for
token for Guest Speakers. Carried

New Members, Merv moved that Garry Wauchope and Bob Summersville be welcomed as new
members. Geoff Wall moved that Brian Horewood be accepted as a new member.

Dean Manderson has produced the Thank You Certificates for the Burra to Morgan Run.Graham
Goode was asked about NARC flags to be present at the first Coffee and Cars at Port Broughton
on 28" September 2025. Lesley to retain for future gatherings.

Presidents Run will be on Saturday 22 November to meet at the Narridy Hall at 9-30am to drive to
John Slattery’s collections for morning tea. Dinner at the Crystal Brook Hotel.

Merv suggested a Rally in September 2026 for 2 days with the Kapunda Chapter and stay at
Kapunda and visit the Anlaby Station and drive to Eudunda Museum.

Motion, Geoff Wall moved that the Assistant Treasurers position be advertised via the Con-Rod
for someone to learn the ropes Dean Manderson will also advertise the position by email.
Ardrossan Run on 2 September. 15 attended. a huge wonderful collection.

Bruce introduced Mike Griffin who spoke about the Kadina Show over the years.

Next meeting 9" October at Port Broughton with Peter O’leary on his cars. Supper followed




Mrs. Probert’s Problems (astold by Dr. Elliott Denton, doctor in the small town.) 13

or How Young Betty drove Mrs. Probert’s Chevrolet, and other Incidents-Best-Forgotten

Dr. Leslie Probert had been my friend and mentor ever since I had done a practicum with him in my
student days. When he decided to retire, [ was the only person to whom he had wished to sell his practice,
and there was nothing in the world that I wished for more than to be his successor. He did place one condition
on me; that if he should pass on before his wife did, I should help her manage her affairs, as he believed her
to be a little impractical. To my great sorrow, he succumbed to a heart attack shortly after; I suspected that he
had recognised the symptoms already when he asked me to assist his wife. It was also soon obvious that
Beatrix, his wife, had worse problems than merely being impractical. She was becoming very forgetful and,
indeed, showing signs of mental deterioration. This conditioned
worsened noticeably over the next twelve months.

She was still driving her husband’s 1949 Chevrolet, of which
the body, and especially the paint, was in remarkably good
condition, but she now complained that she was having difficulty
with the clutch. I drove the car and found the clutch light and easy to
operate, and realised that Mrs. Probert was losing her strength. If she
‘wanted to continue dr1v1ng, she would need an automatic car. She
¢ i S BEE  naturally refused to accept that her strength was waning, but I tactfully told a
white lie and said that, as her car was ageing, it would be more expensive to
repair the clutch than to replace it with the latest fashion, which was the modern
automatic car. She thought that this was a good idea, and I got her to test-drive
a Hillman Minx Easydrive, the smallest automatic available in this country. She
thought that it was a very nice car, but insisted that her husband had always
bought Chevrolets and that she felt obliged to do the
same. She then began to recount the history of her husband’s automotive
purchases. The Hillman salesman, seeing that he was wasting his time, excused
himself, while I gently guided Mrs. Probert out of the showroom. She regaled me
with her story as we drove back to our town. Her husband had bought his first
Chevrolet in 1918. It was a touring car, and was greatly admired by all, and she
had felt very proud sitting beside her husband as they drove around the
countryside. By 1927 it had done a lot of miles and there had been a much
progress in automotive engineering, and he bought a
new car — naturally another Chevrolet. This was also a touring car, but its styling
was much more modern and fashionable, it was also faster and more comf rtable
and was, as Mrs. Probert asserted, in every way I ‘
a very suitable car for a successful and highly
regarded doctor in the prime of life.

The next ten years would bring great
change; firstly the Depression, which threw a lot
of people into unemployment and poverty, and
secondly huge changes in the motor industry.
Cars became faster, closed cars cheaper, styling more modern. Only the few who
could afford them bought new cars, the doctor yet another Chevrolet in 1935, a
closed sedan that was much more comfortable than its predecessor. As the
Depression eased and another war loomed, Dr. Probert bought yet another
Chevrolet, a 1939 Master sedan, which he drove until he was able to buy the
1949 model after the war.

I was sure that, if he were still alive and practising as a Doctor, he
would have bought a new Chevrolet once again, but it was also clear to me
that a 1960 Belair would be quite unsuitable for his widow. I decided to take
her to see one, in the hope that its immense bulk and bizarre rear-end styling
would discourage her. No local dealer had a new Belair in stock, but I learnt
of a farmer some fifty miles away who had one, and he told me that he would
be in the nearby town of L- in three days time and that I would be welcome to
show it to Mrs. Probert then. She was quite keen about the idea, so [
arranged for my wife to collect her in my Humber (I was consulting at the
time) and drive her to see it. To my horror, Beatrix liked the new Chevrolet and said, “That’s the car that my
husband would have bought, so that’s the car I want!” Continued over
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The next day she took things into her own hands, drove the ’49 to Graeber’s Motors, ordered the new car and
wrote out a cheque for it. It arrived a week later and there was then nothing I could do but coach her in
driving an automatic and in handling the unaccustomed bulk of her new car. She was obviously worried
about the car’s width and drove close to the centre of the road to avoid wiping the Belair against any parked
cars, and also, like all experienced manual drivers switching to an automatic for the first time, she had a
strong tendency to slam her left foot on the brake pedal and to reach for the gear selector lever when she
thought it might be time to change gears. However, eventually she seemed to have mastered the car and,
somewhat dubiously, I left her with it.

Not long afterwards I had to make a house-call to Mrs.
Probert. She had been driving on the road to L- and had gone to
change gears, and had slammed her left foot on the brake pedal.
e , The power brakes brought the big car to a
sudden, screeching stop. Fortunately there
had been no traffic behind her, but she had a nasty lump on her head where it had hit
the windscreen. There was no serious damage, but I gave her an ointment to put on
it, as she expected a doctor to do. I suggested to her that she should imagine that her
~1 left foot was tied to the seat, so as to avoid such mishaps in future.

Her next mistake would have been funny if she hadn’t been injured. Whether she had misheard me, or
had muddled things up in her confused mind, the next time she drove she actually tied her left foot to the seat
adjusting lever and, of course, forgot about it when she tried to get out of the car. This sent her sprawling so
that she received lacerations to her face and, much more seriously, a broken arm. She blamed me for this and
had another doctor set her arm, saying that she would never consult me again. The one blessing of this
accident was that she was unable to drive until her arm was healed, which saved me a lot of worrying for the
time being. Once she could drive again, Beatrix mastered the automatic transmission in her own way. She
held her right foot on the accelerator and regulated the car’s speed with her left foot on the brake. It was
painful to hear the straining motor and transmission, and also clear that the brakes and transmission would
not last very long.

Her next disaster damaged the car badly; she ploughed into the wall of
the garage as she was driving in. It was, of course (she claimed), not her fault;
the garage was too narrow for the new car. I was back in grace and brought the
car to the crash repairer. She had said she would pay for it, rather than spoil her
perfect safe-driving record with the insurance company. At the crash repairer’s,
however, I learnt that she had a long history of accidents, and that every panel on her old 49 had been
repaired. “Even the roof?” I asked. “Yes, that was badly damaged when she drove into the garage with the
roller door only part of the way up. She had wondered what was making all the banging and scraping noises.”
This explained why the 49 had had such good paintwork, but also rather torpedoed her claim of a perfect
driving record. It occurred to me that the large bank account her husband had left her, supplemented by his
life insurance, must by now be greatly depleted. To my additional horror, while her car was being repaired,
Mrs. Probert also had her garage demolished and replaced by one four feet wider, adding to my concerns
about her finances. She believed that this would save money in the long run, as there was now much less
chance of scraping the car on the garage.

Her next mistake was of a quite different nature. Arriving home from her hairdresser, she drove into
her driveway and left the motor running while she went inside to get the garage-key (which was actually in
her handbag). Here she noticed that the sideboard needed dusting, and... two days later, when she finally
remembered her car, it had run out of petrol. She phoned Graeber’s Motors early in the morning to ask for
help, and as Howard was very busy and Mrs. Yeomans happened to have just filled her own car, he asked her
to drop his daughter Betty with a gallon tin and a funnel at Mrs. Probert’s house, which Agatha Yeomans was
very happy to do. He was sure that Mrs. Probert would be happy to bring Betty back home, so that she would
not be late for school. On arriving at Mrs. Probert’s house, Betty put the petrol in the car, and (correctly
suspecting that the battery would also be drained) poured a little into the carburettor to help start it, which she
just managed. She then discovered the note: “Dear Mr. Grayber(sic) The lady next door has given me a ride
into town so I won t be late for my hair appointment. Please take my car back and fill it with petrol. I shall
pick it up from your garage and pay you when I get out. Yours Sincerely, Beatrix Probert.” She did not
consider that Howard Graeber would have also had to take his own car back to the garage, and even less that
a fourteen-year-old girl would be the one to deliver the fuel. Now, young Betty is an intelligent and sensible
girl, but she is also, as noted, fourteen years old and, as such, all too capable of acts of thoughtless folly.
Betty had never been late for school and didn’t want to be.
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Taking Mrs. Probert’s note as an authorisation, she simply got into the car and very carefully drove it
back to her father’s business, filled it with petrol and parked it outside the o II!
showroom, leaving the keys on the counter with Mrs. Probert’s note, to ;
which she added the cost of the petrol she had put in it and also noted
that the battery might need charging. She then got on her bicycle and
rode to school. I had seen her driving the Chevrolet while driving my
Humber to a house-call, and, concerned, had phoned Howard when I got
back. Pastor Habermann, dr1V1ng his new Falcon had also seen her and %

. done the same. Thus, when Betty returned from school,
expecting praise for having completed the task so well, she
was instead confronted by very angry parents who were only
too aware of what the consequences might have been if
anything had gone wrong. Betty loves spending weekends at
her aunt’s farm, and her punishment (which hurt her very
deeply) was a ban on any such visits for a month. She was
espec1ally indignant when she reallsed that the ban started on a Friday and would last thirty-one days,
meaning that she would lose five weekends. Everyone knows, she argued, that there are four weeks in a
month, so she should only be punished for four weekends. Such arguments fell on deaf ears.

It was only a week later that Beatrix was shopping in the big town of L-, and having wandered a
considerable distance from her car and also having bought quite a lot of heavy items, got in a taxi to take her
back to it. Once in the taxi, she forgot her original plan and had the taxi take her the twenty-five miles back to
her house in her own town. Three days later she called the police to report that her car had been stolen from
her locked garage, even though the keys to it were safe in her handbag. The police put out a alert, and the
message soon came back that the Belair had been standing in the main street of L- for several days. Now,
embarrassed, Beatrix remembered her last outing, and the policeman, although greatly annoyed, drove her to
her car in L- so that she could drive it home. Here she discovered that the keys were in her other handbag.
That was too much for the frustrated officer, who decided that
Beatrix was too absent-minded to be safe as a driver and ordered a
psychological assessment for her. This naturally confirmed the
officer’s suspicions, and her driving days were over. To my surprise
and relief she was actually relieved, as she had grown tired of
covering up her mistakes and accidents, and she also had a plan.
The youngest of her four children, Horace, was a little feeble-
minded. He was cared for by an elder sister, Doris, who was
Principal of a girls’ school, but he had obtained a driver’s licence in
1954. Horace was only too pleased to come and be chauffeur for his
grandmother, and while he was obviously an inexperienced driver, he
handled the Chevrolet reasonably competently. His time in his new
role was, however, destined to be very brief. Horace had a weakness
for alcohol, and during his grandmother’s weekly hair appointment he
disappeared into the local hotel. He was soon quite drunk and boasting
loudly about how fast “his” new car was, leading to his taking a group
of layabouts, whom he had met in the bar, for a demonstration drive at
sixty miles an hour up and down the main street. This quickly attracted the attention of the local constable,
but the drunken Horace was certain that he could outrun the officer’s FB Holden. He had not reckoned with
Police radio, the Highway Patrol in a Chrysler Royal and with a roadblock. He soon found himself
handcuffed, then in a cell and facing a long gaol sentence and life-long suspensmn of hlS dr1v1ng licence.

Beatrix had another problem shortly afterwards. That “horrible  § - -
bank manager” had sent her a letter, advising that her account was
severely depleted and, indeed, close to being empty. Doris came to the
rescue, and had her mother move in with her. The Chevrolet was sold
to a caravan-builder in nearby town, and after a transmission and brake
overhaul, has happily begun a new life delivering caravans to dealers
and posing for photos with new model caravans. The Probert house was
sold to a big family, and the father and sons are delighted that there is
space in the huge garage, beside their Vignale Vanguard, for their model train layout.
Marius Venz
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Con-Rod Unclassifieds

Please advise editor when your item/s have sold so ad can be deleted.

Ad may still be on website when not on this page

Ads will only be listed for 2 issues unless otherwise requested.

For Sale

For Sale

For Sale

Wanted

Paskerville Field Days

1949 Slough built
CitroenTraction 11C. Much work
carried out over recent years,
including new crown wheel and
gearbox rebuild etc. Too many to
identify here but details can be
provided on request. Currently on
Club Rego. S114 COX Caris 5
located in Clare S.A. .Jan Aamodt 0404 793 005

or jnjaamodt@gmail.com Price $22,000 ono

Car Magzines — Collectible Automobile, Just Cars, Restored Cars and others.

Also a large number of photo albums of Vintage and Veteran cars.
Best offers Collect from Port Pirie. Ph 0414 382 560 if no answer leave a
message not a text.

Wolseley 4 144 Collection 2 Vehicles on Club Rego S565AVS & S260BZT
1 Vehicle stripped ready for restoration.

4 other complete vehicles for
parts or restoration

Lots of parts: engines,
gearboxes, diffs, grilles,
radiators, Wire Wheels with
knock on hubs. Workshop
Manuals, Parts Books, History
and other anecdotal Literature.
Shed rooftop display included in sale .
$23,000 the lot  Geoff 0438 685 005 Kadina = d

Assistant treasurer. NARC needs a new treasurer as Merv

wishes to retire after 31years doing the job. The position of Assistant Treasurer
has been created to ease the new person into the job. The treasurer’s position is
not difficult but there is a bit of time involved at certain times of the year. If you can
help out please contact a committee member or contact Merv to get an indication
of what the job entails. If someone would like to try their hand at Editor of the Con-
Rod | am prepared to

be Treasurer.

: Internatlonal truck, Allan Pitcher’'s
Customline ute, Birrell's Austin and
Correll’'s Daimler. Right Allan Pitcher’s
Singer van and Gary Butterfield’'s Hillman


mailto:jnjaamodt@gmail.com

CILARE PRINT

CLARE PRINT

* Offset & Digital Printers * All Colour Printing
* Single/Two Coelour High Speed Printing

Mewsletters

~ Programs -

~ Docket Boalks » Calendars

~ Business Stationery = Book Printing

- Self-Adhesive Labels »~ Brochures

~ Posters ~ Raffle Books

-~ Rubber Stamps - Photocopying

» Card Printing » High Speed Folding

Contact us for a free, no-obligation quote
CLARE PRINT
5 Gleeson Street, Clare

Telephone: (08) 8842 3504
Email: clareprint@bigpond.com

MITRE 10
Pink’s Mitre 10

281 Main North Road Clare
Ph: (08)88422644 Fax: (08)88422358

For all your
Hardware, Camping & Outdoor,
Painting & Gardening needs,

Open 7 Days

Mitre 10 National Store of the Yeor 2009
“HASA HASA Store of the Year 2003, 2007, 2011, 2013/14

NO ONE UNDERSTANDS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS

The gazs=an, the pride of pwneship, the atesr emational atiachmen — ro
e uncarskards il Dol [Han Sanneis,

Wotn Il comres 10 nsumance for your goec Ee, Sally
drive, oigs or your homa, there's only on2 peesan you
ahouie s e - o felow enthusias! ol Shannors. You on
@van pay your premmurm moet by 3 ro adoiionel coet

Sogall Bhannans for ot e M quois oo 13 46 96

farm ‘sales

'W'l-EHf'I'H"IlJ. YOU FIND YOUR NEXT PROJECT 7

] .*

[&r seil your current ang)

Zearch from the comfor of your Home Comauter or mobile device at
S5 www.farmclearingsales.com.au

CLEARING SALES

PRIVATE SALES
COLLECTORS & RESTORERS
WANTED TO BLY

You never now what you might find

Emall enquirias o
adminEfarmelearingsales com,au
or phore: 0439 186580

sales

| SERVING ALL AREAS
Redden Bros Pty Ltd

INGUSTRIAL BUILDER GO19148

Domestic Garages and Sheds
Commercial and Rural Range
Barns
Stockman Barns
Patios and Awnings

A

SHED
B&SS

8664 0660

FAX B6G4 0661
P.O. BOX 49 JAMESTOWN 5S4 5491
EMAIL reddensarvicesZbigpond.com.au

| Sanders
HARDWARE

SAFETY SUPPLIES

SANDERS H HARDWARE

*Framing Timber >*Doors
*Tiles *kVanities
*Plasterboard >*kReinforcing
Delivery Available

1 Archer Place, Clare SA 5453

Tel: 08 8842 1171 Fax: 08 8842 3499




NARC Apparel

Shirts Colour: Grey  Sizes S - 5XL, 7XL
Syzmik Mens Lightweight Short Sleeve (ZW120) or Long Sleeve (ZW121) Tradie Shirt
* 100% Cotton triple stitched seams

« 3 large chest pockets with pen partition
Mabile phone pocket

Underarm vent eyelets

Extended curve shirt back

Centre back yoke pleat

Jacket colour: Slate  Sizes S - 3XL, 5XL
Olympus Mens Jacket Style 1513

» 320gm 3-layer performance softshell fabric
(outer 95% polyester 5% elastane; inner 100% polyester bonded fleece)
Light water repellent and wind resistant finish

2 side zip pockets and 1 chest zip pocket
Concealed hood

Shaped back tail for added warmth and modesty

Vest colour: Slate Sizes 8 - 22

Olympus Ladies Vest Style 2515

e Same fabric as Jacket above

 Light water repellent and wind resistant finish

e 2 side zip pockets and 1 chest zip pocket

» Shaped back tail for added warmth and modesty
e Tone on tone changeable zip pullers

Hats

Cap Colour: Grey/White/Orange One size fits most
Bucket Hat Sizes: S/S S/M L/XL

Polo Shirt

IBs Contrast Polo  Colour: Marle/Black
We have had this popular polo shirt for many years and it is still available.

All clothing available from Tad’s Embroidery, 12 Edith Terrace,
Balaklava Ph: (08) 88621793

NARC Souvenirs
Car Badges (cast) $§25.00 Lapel Badges (small)  $5.00
Teaspoons $5.00 Embroidered Patch $5.00
Coffee Mugs $15.00 Beer Mug (stainless)  $20.00

Contact: Graham Goode at a meeting or phone: 0418 894 304



