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2 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
Hello NARC members 
 
The final NARC fixture for the year is nearly here as we prepare for the last meeting of the year 
which is going to be hosted by the Wallaroo Sea Rescue Squadron in their Headquarters on 
Heritage Drive at Wallaroo on 12th Of December.  The premises will be open at 7am for 
members to view the facilities and the sea rescue vessel prior to our meeting at 8am during 
which a Squadron officer will give us a presentation about their operations. Also, during the 
course of the meeting we will be awarding our longstanding member, Jeff Roberts with Life 
membership of our club. This has been recommended by the management committee and 
approved by a previous general meeting. We are also hoping that we have enough members 
present for a quorum so that a motion can be passed to alter the club constitution for the 
required number for a quorum to be changed to 15 members present. 
 
Plans are well in hand for the film night at Blyth. We are planning to have the same procedure 
as last year with two films and the evening meal in between. Members are reminded that they 
need to R.S.V.P. to the secretary if they will be watching one or both films and if they will be 
having the meal. Please notify numbers by 6th of January 
 
It has been a busy year for NARC with the 50-year anniversary celebrations and associated 
rally. I am very grateful for the support that I have had from the committee that has helped 
everything go well, this year’s programme has been the result of an excellent team effort. 
Our recent meeting held at the Clare racetrack turned out well in a venue new to us and the 
Race club committee have been very cooperative with plans to hold our Swap Meet there next 
year and have also offered us the use of the meeting room for more meetings in the future. 
 
Twenty one members recently joined in for the President’s run which Started at the Snowtown 
Bowling Club where members congregated and had morning tea and then drove in convoy to 
Bute where they were able to visit “Gunner Bill’s” Heritage Centre, the RSL club rooms, the 
Heritage Shed and inspect the silo art. We then all got together in the park under the trees and 
shared a running board lunch. I want to express thanks to Kelly Freebairn, Meredith and 
Andrew Pridham and my wife Helen for helping make the event work smoothly. Harvest finished 
on our farm a few days before the President’s Run and while the weather on the day was rather 
strange with very low cloud and the threat of rain, it didn’t happen so eating outdoors was 
pleasant. 
 
Because our Club awards presentations were made at the 50th birthday lunch at the Clare Golf 
Club, we will not be having an award presentation/Christmas lunch as in the past couple of 
years. 
 
The end of the year is getting closer so Helen and I wish all members a safe and peaceful 
Christmas and we look forward to catching up with as many of you as possible in the New Year. 
Thank you all for your support,  
Cheers,  Bruce. 
 
NEW MEMBERS     NARC would like to welcome new members – 
Jared Kent & Kim Blieschke from Port Pirie. Who have a 1928 Austin sports special, 1956 
Commer TS3 and a 1978 Kenworth SAR. 
Brian McArdle from Wallaroo 
Ketrah Parsonage (Peter Eaton’s daughter) from Kensington Gardens. 
 
FRONT COVER  
Gary Mitchell’s 1978 Holden HZ Kingswood Ute 
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December 12th  General Meeting at Sea Rescue Squadron, Heritage Drive Wallaroo, 8pm  
   The talk will be about their operations and experiences, their shore based  

facility, the vessel & issues relating to funding the service that they provide. 
Opening at 7 to let us have a look around first. 

 

2025 
  
January  9th  Blyth Cinema and dinner in Hall  

 

30th  Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 

February  13th  General Meeting at Goode Restorations Clare 8pm -Rolls Royce  
 

March  13th   General Meeting at Snowtown 8pm Note change of venue 
    Speaker is Rob Jenke who is a skilful and fastidious truck restorer. 
 

16th Swap Meet at Clare Race Track 
 

29 & 30th  Booleroo Steam Rally  - Narc display. Celebrating the 1875 Fowler  
Engine’s 150th Birthday! Feature will be anything steam related. There will  
be steam parades throughout the weekend. Caravan park on site and also  
limited non-powered sites. If interested in displaying or other info  
..Ian 0438 823 896 or Ed 0419 396 613. 

 

30th  Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 

April  5-6th  Laura Fair -display of NARC cars 
 

10th  General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm Note change of venue 
 
May  8th  General Meeting at Blyth Cinema 8pm 

12th  Kernewek Lowender -a full week of celebrations 
18th   Cavalcade of Cars  
25th  Show n Shine at Port Broughton 
 

30th Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 

TBA  Run -Allan Pitchers David Lutze Ardrossan  
 
June  1st Burra 180th Celebrations 
 

  12th  General Meeting at Port Broughton 8pm 
 
July  10th  AGM at Port Broughton Golf Club 8pm 
 
  TBA Burra to Morgan Run  
 

30th  Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 

August  2-3rd  YP Classic Price Tractor Pulls 
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     Swap Meets 
 
January  19th  Hahndorf at oval. Traders: $20 6am Buyers $5.00 8am, Children Free 
     Inquires  0481 950 228 
 
February  2nd   McLaren Vale at Oval Sellers $20 6.00am Buyers $5  7.30am  

enquiries to Steve Hill - 0417 813 727 shill@adelaidefuel.net.au 
 

16th    Murray Bridge at Showgrounds Gates open 6.00am  
 $7 Entry Buyers and Sellers. Children free John Whimpress 0428 132 889 

 
March      16th     Narc at Clare Race Track Horrocks Hwy (Main Nth Rd) 5km north of PO. 

      7.30am Sites $15 inc 1 person, buyers $5  Camping on site,  
      Catering on day. See web site for more details ..Narc.org.au (events) 
       Graham  0418 894 304, Craig  0429 001 242 
 
   16th   TBC Woodside  at Oval  
 

Other Events of Interest 
 
January  18&19th    Milang Yesterday's Power Rally (& tractor pull) at Oval 10am to 4am  
    $10 with kids free. Railway Museum will be open with free train rides  

    Inquires Darylpederson@hotmail.com 
 

 19th   All Holden DayWigley Reserve  621 Anzac Highway Glenelg 9am to 4pm  
   All Holdens Welcome $15 per car entry spectators free 
   Contact Roger 0419 730 177 Richard 0432 505 997 

 
February 9th  Super Chevy Sunday, Camden Oval 24 Morphett Rd  Novar Gardens  

9:00 am public free.open to all Chevrolet's, authentic or modified. 
pre-entry  $15 close cob  Friday 13th January entry on the day $25 
www.chevperformancesa.com email: admin@chevperformancesa.com 

 
9th  Corvettes Rock The Bay Wigley Reserve, Anzac Hwy, Glenelg  

all Corvettes (from C1 to C8) are welcome to participate. $5 if you pre-register via  
www.corvetteclubofsouthaustralia.com.au. Not pre-registered, $10 Vehicles to 
arrive between 8:30 am - 9:45am. Closing date for registrations is 31st January . 
Any questions please call Peter McBride on 0417 857  
 

 16th  All American Day Free entry to American vehicles 9.00am to 2.00pm  
Ailsa Avenue, Seaton 

 
March  2nd   All British Day Echunga Oval,  10.30am to 3.00pm $5 to $10  

Family Pass $25.00 for 2 adults and 2 children 5 years and under FREE  
www.allbritishday.com 0408 846 323  OR info@allbritishday.com 

 
16th   The Historic Motor Vehicle Gathering Barratt Reserve, West Beach  

 
     30th    Gawler to Barossa Veteran & Vintage Run 
 
 
    For more information on most of above… www.bevenyoung.com.au   swap meet 

 

mailto:shill@adelaidefuel.net.au
mailto:Darylpederson@hotmail.com
www.chevperformancesa.com
mailto:admin@chevperformancesa.com
www.corvetteclubofsouthaustralia.com.au
www.allbritishday.com
mailto:info@allbritishday.com
www.bevenyoung.com.au
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Chairperson,           Irene Woodcock   0400 294 521 brianirene09@gmail.com 
Vice Chairman,       Alan Braham          0400 323 586 
Secretary,               Malcolm Johncock 0490 672 237 oaklandkapunda@gmail.com 
Treasurer,               Kevin Teague         0448 777 063 
Events Coordinator Geoff Rowett    0409 457 631  Property Officer, Trish Evans   0404 085 775 
Vehicle Inspector,   Geoff Rowett    0409 457 631  Auditor, Darryl Rowett         0428 360 072 

 
KAPUNDA CHAPTER CALENDAR. 

 
Meetings are held in the Lutheran Hall South Tce Kapunda at 7.30 pm. 

 
 NO MEETING IN DECEMBER 
JANUARY 24th Friday.  Meeting at 7-30 p.m. Guest Speaker, Brian Woodcock.   

Subject. Citroen DS, questionably the most advanced car ever made. 
JANUARY 26th Sunday. AUSTRALIA DAY Breakfast Ebenezer Community Centre, be there by 
8.00 a.m. to get a good seat. Charge to raise funds for the facility. 
FEBRUARY 28th Friday, Twilight Run to Hamley Bridge. Dinner and meeting at the restored 
hotel. Leave Hill St. Kapunda at 5-15 pm Dinner at 6-00 pm. 
 
MARCH 16th Sunday. CLARE Swap Meet at the Race Course north of Clare  NOTE NEW 
VENUE 
 
MARCH 23rd Sunday.  ROWETT DAY at Marrabel. 
 
MARCH 28th.  Friday meeting   Speaker on 100 years of the 24 hour Motorbike Trial. 
 
APRIL 25th  Friday. ANZAC DAY. Morning Tea at War Memorial Gardens at Dutton Park 
Kapunda followed by lunch and a visit to Ahrens Museum and incorporating our Monthly 
Meeting. 
 
MAY 24th Saturday.  Bush BBQ at Hamilton Park and tour incorporating our meeting and a 
bonfire. 
 
JUNE 27th Friday meeting. TBA 
 
JULY 25th Friday. A.G.M.at 7.30 in the Lutheran Hall 
 
Kapunda Chapter meeting roundup. 
October 25.  Our arranged guest speaker had to withdraw at the last minute owing to the 
company policy about  giving talks. A couple of members stepped in and filled the vacancy. 
Geoff Rowett addressed members on tractor pulling. Geoff covered how worked and the skill 
required 
Malcolm Johncock spoke about the restoration of the hearse at the Kapunda Museum using 
volunteer labour.This worked well with a retired instructor from the Trade School. When we 
needed to outsource getting something done, someone always knew someone who would do it 
for nothing or very little. 
The instructor always set aside an hour  or so each Saturday to teach us something relevant to 
what we were working on. People came from other towns to help and learn. We learnt the 
basics of panel beating, wood framing, lead wiping etc..Body parts arrived from New Zealand 
the day before we planned to launch the finished product. 
November 22. Andrew Philpot from the Light Regional Council addressed members on the 
developments at the Kapunda Copper Mine for tourism. 
He illustrated his talk showing the process of uncovering the engine site to 
interpret the workings of the first beam mining engine in Australia. 
This project was a work for the dole with qualified supervisors 

mailto:brianirene09@gmail.com
mailto:oaklandkapunda@gmail.com
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VALE    Ross Vogt 
 

Ross was born in 1923 and 
lived a full and active life. 
Educated at the Allendale North 
Primary School and the Kapunda 
High School Ross returned to 
work on the family farm. Following 
World War Two he worked for a 
car and machinery dealership at 
Loxton. It was here that he met his 
wife, Grace. They returned to 
Kapunda and  set up a Joinery 
business with Ted Griggs, a 
qualified tradesman. Ross became 
his apprentice. 

Many years later Ted withdrew from the partnership to pursue work in the mission field. 
Ross continued the business until his retirement. They trained a couple of apprentices, one 
topped the State and the other was right up at the top. 

Ross was involved in many organisations and was the instigator in many. In his younger 
days Ross was involved in youth work, Sunday School and a local preacher. He played 
Badminton for the church team for many years playing against teams as far afield as Port Pirie. 
His interests extended far beyond Kapunda, belonging to many clubs in Adelaide. Ross and 
Grace were avid collectors of carnival glass and were heavily involved in that organisation. His 
collection of gramophones and mechanical music was extensive. Grace and Ross were 
involved and competed in Penny Farthing events locally and 
interstate. He gave demonstrations to tour groups visiting the 
Kapunda Museum. 

He was involved in the Kapunda Museum all of its open 
life and it was a great love of his as was the Pines Reserve, an 
idyllic bushland setting just out of Kapunda. Kapunda history 
was his forte. 

As a collector of cars and motorbikes, Ross was a 
member of many clubs in that field. He was passionate about 
BMW cars and motorbikes of which he owned several and he 
supported their clubs. Ross and Grace toured Australia 
extensively in groups with their BMW motorbike and trailer. He 
was a member of NARC since the inception of the Kapunda 
Chapter and a Life Member. He was also a Life Member of 
several other organisations he was connected with. Serving as 
a Councillor on different occasions he contributed more than his 
share to the community. In recent years he enjoyed playing 
cards in the extended 
region.  
 
A life well lived 
 
Malcolm Johncock. 
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Visit to the Tinkers Shed at Nuriootpa. Tuesday Oct. 22. 

There was disappointing attendance but we were 
made very welcome and shown around. Perhaps we need to 
think again before planning another mid-week run. 

The Tinkers Shed in Nuriootpa is the biggest project 
yet undertaken by the Barossa Lions Club. Built on land 
owned by the Barossa Village it caters for residents of the 
Barossa Village, Tanunda Lutheran Rest Home, Home Care 
Package recipients and anyone interested. 

Housed in a large shed adjacent to the Barossa 
Village maintenance workshop it boasts a well equipped 
workshop with kitchen facilities etc. 

Participants are free to do their own project but some also make products for sale to 
raise funds. The shed has received many grants and donations from local businesses. 
We greatly appreciated the tour given by the participants 

We adjourned to Coulthard Park for a BYO picnic lunch. 
 
Visit to Torrens Island Quarantine Station Saturday November 8th 

We gathered on the 
causeway to gain entry and on 
arrival we were welcomed by one 
of the volunteer guides who 
explained how the facility was 
saved for prosperity because of 
its historical significance. 

It was established in the 
1870's after considerable debate 
to control the introduction of 
smallpox and other contagious 
diseases into S.A. 
Sailing ships flying the yellow flag             The autoclave    and chimney 
Accomindicating they had diseases aboard were directed to a wharf on Torrens Island where 
the passengers disembarked and were bathed and their 
clothes sterilised. They then remained on the island for the 
duration of their quarantine period. 

The buildings are reasonably intact giving the visitor an 
indication of the scale of the facility. Some of the 
accommodation units have been removed. It was closed in the 
1980's and is now a time capsule of history. 

During the war the facility was used as a detention centre 
for aliens and as an Army camp for a time. 

We thank Irene for organising this very interesting tour.              Accommodation units 
 

Immediately following our visit to the Quarantine Station many of us went to the Hare & 
Forbes Demonstration Day at their new Adelaide Showroom. They are the biggest distributors 
of machine tools in Australia. This is the fifth showroom they have in Australia's capital cities. 
It was an aladdin's cave of machines for the metal and wood trades and associated hand tools. 
Just as well I kept my hands in my pockets. 

We watched an English Wheel being demonstrated and 
other sheet metal forming machines. One member tried her 
hand at making an embossed metal FORD sign This from a 
dedicated Holden fan. 

Nobody bought anything but I did see a couple of large 
cartons leaving in the back of one ute. They even had 
demonstrators over from N.Z. 

Rounded the day off nicely. 
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More pictures from the  50th Anniversary Rally at Berri  by Dianne Correll 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 One of the sheds at Lloyd Griffiths Collection, Alawoona  

Malcolm Johncock, Leon Darley, Bruce Philbey, Ann Hammat, Ken Porter 

Kip Newbold, Roger Boehm,  
Aileen Robinson, Pauleen Thomas                 Ivan Venning, Merv Robinson,  

     Paul Wilson, Lynne Newbold,  
Graham Goode, Dean & Audrey Govan    John Birrell 

Helen Walsh approves of the huge lock to keep the shed contents secure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     Not all were pristine ( think I have seen 
a similar looking ute somewhere. ed.)



9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Baxter & Trevor Naismith want to go faster!      Rodney ‘Pomp’ Winen, Graham Goode, Rob Jaeschke  
and Su Davis with a Ford 650 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roderick Crettenden, John Sampson & Michael Baxter  
  admire a Ford Prefect 

 
            Craig Thomas, Rob Jaeschke, Graham Correll, Pam Stringer, 

  Allan Pitchers, Kip Newbold 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presentation Dinner at the Berri Resort Hotel.   
Winners – Standing: Merv Robinson, Trevor Naismith, 
NARC President Bruce Philbey, Allan Pitchers, Graham 
Correll, Paul Wilson, Roger Boehm, Roderick Crettenden, 
John Sampson & Ken Porter 
Seated: Aileen Robinson, Leesa Sampson & Jan Porter 

 
 
Merv Robinson; tour guide 
Marian from “The Pines” & 
NARC President, Bruce Philbey 
who presented a framed 
Certificate of Appreciation at 
each venue the club attended 

Judging in front of Berri Resort Hotel 



10    50th Anniversary & Presentation Lunch Photos by Leslie Little 

 
 
 
 
                    50 Year Membership badges awarded to Chris Tilbrook, Kelvin Stringer,   
                   Graham Goode, Merv Robinson, Jeff Roberts, Ivan Venning and Leon Darley 
   

Ivan cut the cake 
 
 
 
      Bev & Jim Puust, Ian & Ann-Marie Holt, standing John & Fran Birrell, 
     Pam & Winston Francis 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             John Birrell, Kelvin Stringer and Dean Manderson were some of the members who  

received Life Membership 
  
ChrisTilbrook 
displays his 

original  
memebrship 

badge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Ian Radford, Rob Leaney, Kip Newbold, Dot Leaney, Merv  
            Robinson, Tina Radford, Lynne Newbold & Aileen Robinson 
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Bute Bowling Club Centenary was held on Sunday, 6th October  

A good number of NARC and local vehicles gathered at the Bute Oval and paraded down the 
main street and around to the Bowling Club twice, much to the delight of the local bowlers and 
invited guests. Parking in the adjacent carpark allowed everyone a closer look at the “blasts from 
the past”. 

 

      All photos by Dianne Correll 
 

NARC display at Clare Show October 19th  

John Gibson’s 1969 Holden HT Ute, Geoff Skewes? 
1975 Holden Kingswood S/Wagon, Tina Couper’s 1994 

Graham Correll’s 1968 Daimler, John Gibson’s 1970           Mazda Eunos and Dave Williams Holden Monaro. 
Torana, Mike Baxter’s 1963 Cortina and 1992 Brumby Ute. 

Dale Loffler’s 1967 Pontiac 
Parisienne created much interest 

Standing among the old cars are NARC members Bruce Philbey (1928 Chevrolet), Kelvin & Pam Stringer (1925 
Dodge Tourer), Graham Correll (1927 Cadillac Victoria Coupe) and Raymond Greatorex (Vauxhall Viva) 
 

Allan Pitchers with his 
1964 Vanden Plas 

Peter & Angela Jeisman 
1961 Chrysler Royal 

David Iliffe’s 1971 
HQ Holden Monaro  

Malcolm McPherson in his Holden 
Monaro starts this line-up, ending with 
Brian “Benny” McArdle’s newly 
refurbished Fargo truck which is similar 
to the truck he drove in his early 
trucking years 

Security team for the NARC vehicles: Pomp Winen, 
Graham Goode, Ian Radford, Graham Correll, John 
Gibson, Gerard Andrews and Mike Baxter  



12         PRESIDENT’S RUN 2024 

      On Sunday 
November 24th, 

22 of us met at the Snowtown Bowling Club to be 
greeted by our hosts, Bruce and Helen Philbey over an 
enjoyable morning tea.  Bruce explained that our lunch 
venue and time would be spent exploring the nearby 
township of Bute. 
 

Once there, we assembled at the 
very neat and tidy park at the entrance to 
the town and were given free rein to look  

at the many attractions.  These 
included the Wildlife Fauna Park, the 
outstanding award-winning silo art, Gunner Bill’s Heritage 
Centre which is a collection of historical memorabilia housed in 
the excellently maintained old police station and court house, 
another excellent collection of memorabilia in the RSL 
Clubrooms as well as some early farm machinery housed in a 
purpose-built building alongside the park. 
 

An enjoyable running board lunch was shared by those 
who had pre-booked and takeaway could be purchased at the 
Corner Store or the Bute Hotel.  At least one member was 
noticed returning from the hotel with an alcoholic beverage.  He 
said he had family links!! 
 

It was pleasing to see new members Peter Shearer 
and his wife Debbie from Clare both come along with their 
MG TC. 
 

All in all, a very relaxing and enjoyable time was had 
by all.  As is the case with a lot of towns, we travel through 
them without realizing the unique place they all have in our 
state’s history. 
 

Well done, Bruce. 
 
Dianne Correll 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Correll’s 1999 Daimler, Peter & Debbie 
Shearer’s 1949 MG TC, Birrell’s 1957 
Goliath P/Van, Geoff Rowett’s BMW 

Allan Pitchers’ Vanden Plas & 
Raymond Greatorex’s Vauxhall 
Viva with Gunner Bill’s 
Heritage Centre behind 

President Bruce & Helen Philbey 
prepare the Running Board lunch 

John Birrell, Peter Shearer, 
Jim Puust & Geoff Rowett 
 

Raymond Greatorex, Allan Pitchers, 
Lillian Telfer & Colin Kaehne 

 Fran Birrell & Debbie Shearer 
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Urana Vintage Machinery Rally  19 & 20 October 
 

Kelvin Stringer was reading ‘The Oily Rag’ and noticed in the advert for Urana Vintage Rally and 
Truck Show on 19 -20 October that the feature Tractor was Deutz. Kelvin said we had to go over with his 
little one-cylinder Deutz tractor (which is 11 horse power) in the trailer. 

 All loaded up at 2-30pm on Thursday 17th October, we left to drive to Paringato take some time 
off the 12-hour drive of the 950 km. Booked into the caravan park and walked over to the Paringa Hotel 
for tea. During the night a huge down pour of rain fell and our daughter Nadinne, text messaged that 
Snowtown had hail stones. That didn’t sound too good with the drought year that South Australia is 
having. We have only received 4 inches and 98 points for the whole year and then to received 2 inches in 
a down pour – makes the average higher.  

Up early in the morning and left to drive over to Urana. We rang to get accommodation at 
Jerilderie but that was all booked out, so travelled over to Urana and camped in Victoria Park with our 
tent. Friday night tea was at the Bowling Club and we sat next to the organiser of the Tractor Pulls, Mick 
Robson and his wife.   

Saturday morning a tractor trek was leaving at 9-00am. I was talking to an organiser of the trek 
who was taking out BBQ dinner for the 18 competitors at a shearing shed. We were invited to follow 
them and prepare the BBQ for them. The crops and especially the canola crops all around NSW were all 
ok as they had received rainfall. The shearing shed was huge but we were told that was only half of it as it 
had been rebuilt there. 16 stands were still in this half. Everything was made of wood and was in good 
condition but still a lot of up keep was needed. Water tanks were installed to have a supply of fresh water. 
Tractor Pulls with only 14 competitors were held during the day and then after tea they held twilight 
pulls. Saturday night we paid $25 for a two-course meal at the canteen.  

Kelvin put 
his little Deutz 
tractor up near the 
huge new Deutz 
tractor that was 
supplied by a 
Finley Deutz 
dealer, who we got 
to know. John 
McDonald from 
Lockhart was the 
organizer of the 
Deutz display along  

Kelvin’s tractor is first on left, homemade windrower on right   with 2 of his 
brothers who put in a self-propelled windrower that they made from a Deutz header. John Fry from 

Shepparton drove his restored Pluto Maguaris Deutz truck over. He met 
the original owner Peter who was having his 77th birthday and was so 
surprised to see it all restored so immaculately.     

                     Peter           
 
                                             
John Fry’s Pluto Maguaris Deutz 
truck purchased from Peter who cried when he first saw it fully restored after 14 years.
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 At the Rally was Dennis Webb who was a rep selling Deutz machinery. Manager. He told us that in a year 
he had stayed in 112 hotels getting around selling Deutz. Max Hogg was reading Kelvin’s write up of his 
11 horse power tractor and came over as Kelvin had been to his place to look at his Deutz crawler that he 
had advertised ages ago. Through being members of the HCVC- Historic Commercial Vehicles Club we 
knew Jeff Johnson who owns a transport company and 
he was doing truck loads of Hay Runs to South Australia 
for the drought relief. Also, met Barry Gilcrest from 
Geelong from the HCVC.  

On Sunday morning there was another Tractor 
Trek run and more cars and trucks were rolling into 
display on the oval. There were International utes 
entering to go for a Record of the Most International utes 
in one place. The Tractor Pull had their challenge run off 
to get to the horse power winners in each section. The 
Prizes that were judged in heaps of  sections for the 
trucks, cars, motor bikes and tractors were presented at 
3-30pm. Kelvin won two trophies for the Best Deutz and 
Best Restored Deutz Fahr, with John Fry getting the Best 
Commercial Deutz vehicle. John McDonald the 
organizer also received a trophy. We were so grateful 
that we went to Urana to meet more Deutz collectors.      Jeff Johnson & his Volvo used for Aussie Hay Runs. 

Stayed at Deniliquin that night and travelled back home Monday.  
 
Pam Stringer 
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A.J.S. Jampot Rally at Victor Harbor  25th-27th October 
 

This rally had been organized by the 
A.J.S. & Matchless Owners Club of 
Australia, and was superbly organized and 
run by their president Brian “Nip’ 
Kuerschner and his lovely wife Maureen. 
Brian incidentally owns an immaculate 
1950s Jampot single. 

We gathered at the Victor Harbor 
Holiday and Caravan Park on the Friday. 
The air was soon full of throaty exhausts 
popping away merrily as some of us went 
on shakedown runs around the area to 
make sure all was in order for the first 
scheduled run on the Saturday. That 
evening we gathered for the Meet and 
Greet BBQ at the Park Kitchen area where 
we were told there was a “Bucking Horse” 
demonstration for the adventurist to try. 
The bucking horse turned out to be an old 
rigid Aerial with an eccentric back wheel             Les’s bike on the left, 1950 AJS 
which proved very difficult for the pillion to stay seated on at anything 
above a fast walking pace!! Much laughter ensued watching the antics 
of those foolhardy enough to try but no one actually fell off, much to the 
relief of those whose partners were game enough to have a go! We 
were supplied with a ripper BBQ of sausages and steak with coleslaw 
and salads with fresh bread rolls and it was a very pleasant evening 
with much discussion fuelled by the odd larger or two, of the finer 
points of cam boxes, heads, gearboxes etc etc mainly what belonged 
to which model. It was a great way to mix and mingle and to make new 
acquaintances. We all retired with full stomachs to prepare for the 
official run on the morrow. 
The Saturday dawned fine with a light cloud overcast and a cool 
wind off the ocean; ideal weather for old iron engines like mine!! 
Firstly we gathered in a carpark near the beach for the official 
judging, which was decided by a combination of riders choices in 
the various categories, and overseen by an independent 
judging panel who carefully checked each machine for period 
accuracy and quality of restoration. The competition was of a 
very high standard and the winning bikes certainly deserved 
their victory. I did not figure in the results as my old girl, a 1950 
AJS 18s 500 single is somewhat of a “bitzer” and lacked the 
attention to detail displayed by the cognoscenti …but it was not 
by any means disgraced and it was fantastic to wander 
amongst the bikes on display and drink in the finer details and 
wonder at the level of hard work that must have gone into 
getting things “just right’! 
  We had a well known celebrity to flag us off on the 119 
km run up to Myponga and back; none other than                          Les’s wife Mabel with Glen Dix OAM 
Mr. Glen Dix OAM who has waved the checkered flag at many of the country’s major races 
including Formula One and the Australian GP. So, praying I wouldn’t be the first bike on the 
recovery trailer and with my wife clinging determinedly on the back, we set off in a roar of noise 
and blue smoke to enjoy the thrill of many old bikes travelling together. Everyone found their place 
in the queue as we settled down to whatever cruising speed suited our steeds! 

1950 Matchless, 
sister machine to 
above 
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But first we did the 12 km lap of the old 1936 South Australian Centenary TT and the 1937 
Australian Grand Prix motor racing circuit just east of the town. You would not recognise it now 
as it is all main roads but it would have been an interesting course as it has quite a few 
undulations as well as pretty tight corners. The run to Myponga was uneventful except for a 
couple of bikes which had mechanical issues, but of the 40 or 
so bikes only one ended up on the trailer…a tribute to the 
original design and the care and attention of the owners. After 
a detour to climb up to the lookout, and ride across the 
spillway of the Myponga dam it was back into the town where 
the local netball club provided an excellent lunch of lasagna, 
bread rolls and salad at their clubrooms. We then took a big 
circle, south to the coast, and inland in a south easterly 
direction to arrive back at Victor Harbor at around 3.30 pm. 
What can I say??? The bike never missed a beat, started 
every time second or third kick, used less than a third of a 
tank full of petrol, no oil leaks manifested themselves and nothing fell off. About as good as it 

gets.! 
That night we headed to the nearby football 

clubrooms for the presentation dinner where the 
various trophies were handed out to the category 
winners and we were welcomed by the local 

Member of Parliament and the Victor Harbor mayor. A huge 
raffle had been arranged to raise some funds for the Club, 
and I was lucky enough to have a winning ticket which 
yielded a nice bottle of Rose. An excellent meal followed, 
with more “discussions” 
about the various intricacies 

of the various models and  some highlights of the previous days 
trip, like the smooth way the Swedish straight four Nimbus got 
around, the marvellous Vincent with the “electric leg” fitted and 
just who was the guide who led us up that really steep hill 
outside of Belvedere, only to have us turn around at the very top 
because he had missed the turn off some 3 k’s before?? 

Wonderful memories and 
lots to laugh about. 
We missed the Sunday ride 
to Strathalbyn as we had to 
leave early, but we had a 
fantastic time and 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. The Holiday Park cabin we 
had was very comfortable, the Park was clean and tidy and 
the management helpful and caring. The only tricky thing 
was trying to put your individual 6 pin number into the 
boom gate keypad to gain entry and egress with a gloved 

hand while trying to keep the bike 
stable and ticking over!   
Would I go again?? Yes, although 

the next rally at Wagga Wagga NSW will require a bit more planning. 
In conclusion I’d like to say that these rallies are what vintage 

motorcycling is all about; going to somewhere different, meeting 
friendly and like minded people who share your passion, sharing 
meals and facilities, learning heaps about your bike and many 
others and returning home with great and enduring memories of the 
event itself and the wonderful people you have met. 

 
Les Gleeson 

Swedish 1954 Nimbus. Note  
Rubber band suspension 

Mabel & Les retuning 
 from Myponga run . 

1951- Jampot 
prize winner 

1948 rigid next to 1946 
350 Matchless 
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   Minutes of Previous Meetings 
 
           CLARE RACE TRACK 10th October 2024 at 8-00pm 
President: Bruce Philbey welcomed 31 members and a visitor  8 apologies  
Minutes of Previous Meeting: were read and accepted.  
Business Arising from minutes: new chairs -still looking at catalogues. Federation Insurance doesn’t 
cover d Events like the Show n Shine or the Swap Meet. So, we will keep with ours 
Merchandise -See Graham Goode New Members: Brian McArdle  Jarrad Kent and Kym Blieschke  
Notice of Motion to alter the Constitution to be voted on at our November meeting … section 6.3 (a) 
Quorum Delete (10% of members) and Replace with (15 members) so that clause now reads “No 
business must be transacted or discussed at a meeting unless a quorum (15 members) is present at the 
time when the meeting proceeds to Business.”   
Nomination for a Life Membership to be given to Jeff Roberts. Motion carried to be presented at 12th 
December  
The Presidents Run on 24th November to arrive at the Snowtown Bowling Club  
Meeting closed 
Bruce invited John Birrell to speak of his Adelaide River Adventure in Northern Territory.  John’s Uncle 
Doug Taylor whom was with the Royal Australian Air Force flying Australia made 365 Beaufighters. He 
was sent with 31st Squadron and 87th Squadron to Coomalie Creek which is 80 kilometers from Darwin 
and 25 kilometers north from Adelaide River. On 1st February 1945 Doug was shot down on a bombing 
run and killed.  
Bruce thanked John with a token of thanks. Supper concluded the evening.   
 
 

JAMESTOWN 7th November 2024 at 8-00pm 
President: Bruce Philbey welcomed 24 members and announced that we did not have enough members 
to make a quorum to vote on the constitution change. Delayed to next meeting. 
17 Apologies as per attendance sheet.                                                                                                              
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Read and confirmed. 
Business arising: Graham & Ian have looked at oztrail chairs with a carry bag and one was on display to 
see. Ian can get them for $85 each. Allan Pitchers moved that we order 8 chairs.                                                    
The Kapunda Chapter banking issues have been solved. The Chapter follows our Constitution – so they 
never have 15 members at a meeting. However as a chapter they operate as a sub committee and there 
meetings are informal.                                                                                                                                                 
Bruce has been in contact with Peter Sims from the Sea Rescue Squadron at Wallaroo who will have shed 
opened at 7-00pm for us to have a look around the vessels at the waterfront. Graham Correll, moved that 
we donate $200 to the Wallaroo Sea Rescue on 12 December.                                                                            
Ivan Venning reported that Ross Voigt from Kapunda had passed away at the great age of 102 years old. 
Our Club passes onto his only son our Condolences.                                                                          
General Business: - Graham Goode said that the Clare Race Track where we held last meeting said there 
was no charge for the venue, but we will give them a donation as we pay $85 at Jamestown and $65 at 
Port Broughton Golf Club.                                                                                                                                             
Meeting Closed at 8-50pm Bruce handed the floor over to Merv Robinson who mentioned he was doing 
his ‘Life Story with NARC’. The first slide was a photo of his Mum holding Merv as a baby at the family 
farm at Mt Slide.  Merv at a young age was snapped looking at his father’s family cars and tinkering with 
equipment or engines. He and his sister went to Whyte Yarcowie school with grades one to seven at the 
school with one teacher.  He then went to Prince Alfred College, then back on the farm. Three photos of 
Mark 2 Zepher cars and one that he courted Aileen in, as she was a nurse and then they married in 1969. 
They attended the Crystal Brook Show on 29th August 1974 when the NARC first established with a good 
display of vintage vehicles.  Merv and Neville Wilson would travel anywhere in Australia, twice a year to 
collect for Neville anything Hudson and Merv would collect cars, tractors and steam traction engines that 
are so rare.             Merv had his 50th birthday party at his farm Aroona on 30th November 1994. On 
November 23rd 2024 he will be celebrating his 80th birthday at Aroona farm that means “running 
water”.                        Bruce thanked Merv with a token of thanks. Supper concluded the evening. 
 



18  The Truce, or Fred Kloetzke’s New Car 
I had been looking forward to a week in Adelaide, during which I could forget that 

my own son Martin, in other ways a joy to his father, had brought into my life that curse 
known as Betty Graeber. I had been proud of my clever plan to bring my parents-in-law 
with us, so that there would be no room, either in the car or in the flat, for Betty. My 
dreams had come crashing down, I had been thwarted. In another flat a short distance 
away were Howard Graeber’s parents, and they had brought their grand-daughter with 
them. Now she seemed to haunt me. In the mornings she would be 
helping my wife Josie with the younger children. At the Show, in the 
Cattle Pavilion, she would be feeding, brushing, cleaning the cattle I 
had brought. Even the animals conspired against me. The fine-looking 
but contrary and vicious bull calf, that always did exactly the opposite 

of what I wanted it to and did its best to hurt or injure anyone who came near it, became 
tractable and cooperative when Betty was tending it. The only 
slight consolation was that my in-laws and the senior Graebers 
were close friends and spent a lot of time together, which meant 
that the in-laws had less time for their usual pastime of picking 
faults with me. I was, at least, enjoying the walks on the beach 
or swimming in the sea, which was just a short walk from the 
flat, or even looking at the cars parked along the esplanade, as I 
used to do as a boy. One day I saw a new Dodge Pheonix, an 
interesting car, though too big for my farm track and too costly for my budget. 

I longed to get into the Motor Pavilion and see what new cars were available, and Martin asked me 
when we were going to do that. I thought, “When I find a way to get rid of young Betty!” I soon heard a piece 

of news that cheered me greatly: the senior Graebers were only staying in 
Adelaide for a few days! When they went, I would be freed from Betty. I 
didn’t really care that my in-laws would then be spending more time with us. I 
would be able to get into the Motor Pavilion and be free to choose the car that 
I wanted! 

Now, I know that my son Martin is stubborn, opinionated and that he 
regards anyone with different views from his own as an idiot. All of that I can forgive him, because they are 
qualities that he has inherited from me. When Betty is with him, however, things become unbearable. They 
always support each others opinions and take it in turns to throw arguments in quick succession at their chosen 
victim, who they wear down like a pack of wolves hunting a moose, until their victim is exhausted by the 

constant bombardment and they can move in for the kill. Whether something big, 
like whether Martin is to be sent to a boarding school in Adelaide (which he didn’t 
want) or something small, like having their favourite dessert (banana custard), they 
are both prepared to fight bitterly to the end to get their way. If Betty thought that I 
should get two Renault 750s for a total of £1500 instead of one Chrysler Royal for 

£1667, Martin would support her unconditionally. Not that there’s anything wrong with the Renault, which is a 
fine little car, though I would not be able to drive at my accustomed speeds and would anticipate difficulty in 
harnessing the two together to tow the big farm trailer or the caravan. 
The Grand Parade came and went. The obstreperous bull calf, which was led by 
Betty and had behaved perfectly, won a blue ribbon, the lambs that Martin and 
Robert had entered a green one for a third, with which they were naturally 
delighted. I sold a lot of stock at very good prices, including the bull calf at a 
price that I thought nobody would be prepared to pay. I thought that fate was 
smiling on me, but then I received the bitter blow. Will and Agnes Trautner, my 
in-laws, had had enough of Adelaide and the Show and would travel home with 
the senior Graebers. It would be cramped with Betty and her luggage in their 
little Vauxhall Victor, so could Betty please stay the remaining days with us and also travel back with us? 
Josie, with no regard whatsoever for my feelings, said yes. Nobody took any notice of my dismay or my 
sorrow. Such is that fate of the male of the species. If a woman is upset, everyone rushes to comfort her and 
her friends begin tut-tutting about the awful person who has caused her misery. If a man is upset and if anyone 
should even notice it, they only think, or (worse still) say, “What’s the old boy got a bee in his bonnet about 
this time?” I realised with sadness that I would be eating banana custard for dessert for the rest of the week. 

I would have to look at the cars now, Betty or no Betty. Time was now short. 
The car would have to be registered and paid for, the Chrysler valued and taken 
as a trade-in. I tried one more ruse. I handed a pound note to Martin and said, 
“Here, take Betty and have a good time at the sideshows!” 
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He accepted the pound note and put it in his pocket, but said, “We’ll look at the Car Pavilion first!” I shrugged 
and walked towards where the cars were, and my family followed me. 
As I walked in the door, Martin and Betty hurried to catch up with me. “We think…” began Martin. My nerves 
were raw. I had been frustrated once too often. I raised my voice. “Perhaps you might think that a grown man 
is incapable of choosing a car for himself without a pair of presumptuous, interfering children who think they 

know what he wants better than he does…” By now I was shouting. “If 
you can’t mind your own business, then get away and buy yourselves a 
big showbag and stick your stupid heads in it!” The children backed 
away, alarmed. My family was shocked. 
Normally I am very even tempered and 
this display was very uncharacteristic. 
People going past stared at me; they 
clearly disapproved of the horrible man 
who was shouting at the two nice 

children. I stalked off, and my family followed me at a considerable distance. 
I came to the Ford stand and looked at the Fairlanes and Customs. 

They were handsome cars, but their big overhang would make them a liability 
on the driveway leading to my house. A salesman approached me. I told him 
that I liked the cars but not their big overhang. “They won a medal as the 
World’s most beautifully proportioned cars!” he told me, as if that contradicted 
what I had said. I was still in an angry mood and replied, “I’d give them a 
medal as the worst back-bumper scrapers for driving through a creek crossing 

in a gully!” The salesman clearly didn’t understand me. His facial expression reminded me of a fish. If that 
man had any good qualities, intelligence certainly wasn’t one of them. 

I looked at Holdens on the General Motors stand. I did like their bright, 
clear colours and imagined what colour I would get if I were a Holden buyer. I 
saw a brochure with a bright blue car with white side-flashes and decided that 
that I would choose that. I glanced at the Chevs and Pontiacs, but didn’t like 
them. Now I came to the Chryslers. Maybe that would have to be my choice, as 
so far I hadn’t seen anything else that I liked. I thought of getting the new V8 and asked the salesman the price 
of a V8 with manual transmission, only to be told that they only came with automatic. That meant that I 
wouldn’t be getting a V8 Chrysler. I looked at the six-cylinder Royals again. I could live with one, but I badly 
wanted something newer and different, and there was so much in the new model that was too recognisable 
from my previous three cars. I walked on and came to the Rambler. Here was one American car that hadn’t 
ballooned out into an oversized monster. Its styling was rather squarish, maybe a bit too simple as well, but the 

price - £1990 for the cheapest model - was still outside my budget. 
I wondered if, maybe, I could be happy with a British or Continental car after all. I 
was close to the Champions Limited stand with its 
Rovers, Peugeots and Citroens, and looked at them. The 
Rover was, for my taste, too stodgy, the Citroen too 
weird. The Peugeot I knew to be a good car, but it didn’t 

appeal to me either. But what was that? A compact, 
squared off but very prettily styled car with as 
much interior space as the big American cars. It 
immediately took my fancy. One had the bonnet 
open. Neatly fitted in the relatively small space was 
a big V8 motor. I read: Studebaker Lark. I knew 

that Studebaker had an excellent reputation, but I hadn’t known that they built a car 
like this. I looked for the price: £2459. More expensive, even, than the Fairlane, 
Dodge and Chevrolet! What a pity! A salesman approached, and I said, “Unfortunately 
it’s more than I can afford.” He smiled understandingly. “It’s because of the import 
duty. They’re fully imported from the USA. If they came from Britain, they’d be maybe 
£600 less. I’ve sold two Larks during this show, but at a reasonable price I could have 
sold twenty!” I said, “And I’d be the twenty-first!” He looked at me. “I don’t suppose 
you’d consider time payment?” he asked.  I explained that I was a farmer and not on a salary; I had to make 
the income from my crops last the whole year, and that I’d already bought a truck and a tractor. He nodded. “I 
can see that you like the car. Please take a brochure, perhaps one day things will change!” We chatted a while, 
and he told me he’d sold a station wagon and a hardtop to wealthy businessmen. I thought that if I didn’t have 
any big expenses in the next two years, I might be able to splurge and get one of these appealing cars too.



20   
 As I was going, Martin and Betty came running up to me. Martin began “That’s our choice of cars that we 
think you should buy!” I told him that it was far beyond my budget, whereupon the two children began their 

usual technique of bombarding me with arguments. “Stop!” I said. “Do I need 
to repeat what I said as we were walking into the pavilion?” Their faces fell and 
they slunk quietly away. I walked back to the Chrysler stand where, without 
any enthusiasm, I began negotiations with the salesman. I was describing my 
trade-in when I again saw Martin and Betty a short distance away, urgently 
signalling me. I excused myself from the salesman and went to see what was 
the matter. “We won’t speak, just look at this one car before you sign!” said 
Martin, and led me to another stand, to a car that I had passed over. Beyond the 

pretty little Simca Arondes stood a Vedette, an attractive, reasonably modern, medium-sized car, rather 
American but with an undeniable 
French grace about it. A short talk 
with the salesman revealed that it 
was now built in Australia at the 
bargain price of £1495. It had the 
old but reliable side-valve Ford 
V8. I liked it. I was told that it had 
good handling and brakes, brisk 
performance and reasonable 
economy, all of which would 
prove to be true. It was roomy, had 
a big boot and was nicely finished. I looked to see 
Martin and Betty, but they had gone. I signed to buy 

and made arrangements to take the Chrysler to the dealership that afternoon and pick a Vedette from their 
stocks. Now, at last, we could tour the side-shows, buy showbags and enjoy the atmosphere. 

Josie chose a blue-and-white Vedette, which was delivered to us, registered, the morning we left. All 
our luggage fitted readily in its big boot. At the Showgrounds, Martin, Betty and I loaded the animals I was 
keeping, and the ram I had bought, on to the International and we set off, catching up, with Josie and the other 
kids in the Vedette at a service station on the outskirts of Adelaide, as we had arranged. 

It was good to leave the claustrophobic world of the city and be out in open country again. As we 
came to some curves, Betty commented, “She’s handling the Vedette really well!” and I thought resentfully, 
“If you had your driver’s licence, you’d have found a way for you to be driving it yourself, wouldn’t you?” 
Suddenly a thought occurred to me: Why shouldn’t she? This pretty, capable girl was obviously destined to be 
the wife of my son, the mother of my grand children and Martin’s partner in running our family farm when 
Josie and I retired. It was wrong of me to fight it. I said, “Tomorrow we three’ll take it for a drive too, and you 
two can also try it out on the farm track.” A few miles further on I said, humbly, “Thankyou for making me 
look at the Vedettes!” I had made my peace with Betty, and I actually felt relieved. There was now, at last, 
harmony in the family. 
 

Con-Rod Unclassifieds 
 
  Please advise editor when your item/s have sold so ad can be deleted. 
     Ad may still be on website when not on this page 
  Ads will only be listed for 2 issues unless otherwise requested. 

 
For Sale Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 1967 Running, some body rust. 155000 miles. Was 
  used as wedding car in Clare Valley.  $18,000.   
  Rolls Royce Silver Shadow 1966. Damaged motor, used as parts car in recent  
  years. As new upholstery. Would suit owner looking to fit non Rolls motor. Gas  
  fitted. $6,000.Car in Clare Valley.   
  Graham Brothers truck 1923 mechanically complete not much body. Motor,  
  gear box front end etc. are Dodge Brothers4. $400.  
  No longer room as we have moved Garry 0428 347 315 
 
For Sale Morris Minor 1954 Good original condition and has been repainted previously. 
  In running order and with extra spares. VBG 926  
   $10,000 ono  Rhonda  0408 422 953 



 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NARC Souvenirs 
Car Badges (cast)      $25.00       Lapel Badges (small)     $5.00 
Teaspoons       $5.00         Embroidered Patch     $5.00 

Coffee Mugs      $15.00 
                      Contact: Graham Goode at a meeting or phone:  0418 894 304 
 


