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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi Everyone,
I hope you are all well and enjoying the odd warmer day that comes with spring.
As reported in the last Con-Rod, our club is honouring Pat Fiedler, Graham Goode and Merv
Robinson with Life Membership. At our last meeting we received a request from the Kapunda
Chapter that Ross Vogt, Malcolm Johncock and Dale Palamountain also be honoured with Life
Membership, having done outstanding service in their club. Our meeting was unanimous in
accepting these recommendations. This is where it gets tricky! Although we as a club have
accepted these nominations, according to our Constitution, they can only be officially
recognized by Special Resolution put to an Annual General Meeting; the next one being July
next year. The only way to speed up the process is to delete the word “Annual” from Clause 4.2
(c) of the Constitution. This means that it could be passed at any General Meeting. The
Committee has decided to recommend that we do this and we are giving our required 21 days
written notice of our intention in this issue of the Con-Rod and will be calling our November
meeting a Special General Meeting to vote on the alteration which will then need to be lodged
with the Dept. of Consumer Affairs and Associations. Hopefully, we can clear this up by year’s
end and officially present the recipients with the awards that they so richly deserve.
I have decided to hold the President’s Run on Sunday, 7th November in the
northern part of our area this year as I feel that they have been missing out over the last few
years. I would ask that we meet at the Pt. Broughton – Port Pirie Road and Wandearah –
Crystal Brook Road intersection at about 9.50am. (Look for the Rooster on the post.) See
details and map below. I will require nos. attending by Tuesday, November 2nd.
Also, keep in mind the Christmas Lunch and Presentations (Life Memberships) to be
held at the Crystal Brook RSL Club on Sunday, December 5th. Moranne will need definite
numbers at least 10 days in advance as seats may be limited.
I must also congratulate Paul Wilson on the success of the Shed Day he organized at
Burra on Wednesday, 18th August and Trevor Naismith for his successful application to the Clare
and Gilbert Valleys Council which resulted in our club being awarded $6,000 which will go
towards our next Show and Shine in March.
Well done!
Keep on NARCing,
Graham
PRESIDENT’S RUN
Sunday, 7th November
Meet at Pt Broughton-Pirie Road and Crystal Brook-Wandearah intersection at 9.50am
(Look for the rooster on the post)
Cost will be $5 for Morning Tea and $15 for Lunch and entry fee. Pay on the day.
Could I have numbers please by Tuesday, November 2nd?
N
My contact details are
Port Pirie
Mobile or SMS 0408 273 204
Home 08 8827 3213
Wandearah
Crystal Brook
Email: kulburri@bigpond.com
Big rooster on post

FRONT COVER
Ian Warnes 1937 half door Chevrolet ute.
See story Page 11.

To
Port Broughton

NARC Calendar 2021
October

14th

General Meeting – Jamestown Aerodrome 8.00pm
Talk by Ian Holt – Caving.

16th

Clare Show

24th

Clare Swap Meet CANCELLED

30th

Kapunda Show

31st

The Anything On Wheels Tour Kapunda area … details page 13 & 14

7th

President’s Run Details page 2.

11th

Special Meeting - Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm
The committee has changed this general meeting to a Special meeting to pass
a motion to alter the constitution.
The changes are to Clause 4.2 Life Membership. The new wording is
Subsection (b) Delete “as detailed in the Regulations“
Subsection (c) A person may be appointed a Life Member by a resolution put at
any General Meeting by the committee.”

2nd

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

5th

Christmas Lunch and presentations. Crystal Brook RSL. 12 noon.
Seafood Basket
Beer Battered Garfish
Chicken Tenders
Chicken or Beef Schnitzel – plain, gravy or parmigiana sauce
All served with Chips and Salad.
Dessert Apple Crumble
Cost $25pp. The Club is subsidising the Meal.
Please let Moranne know your choice of Menu by 21st November.
8825 3766 or 0428 253 766
coomo@bigpond.com

5th

Jamestown Pageant

January

13th

Blyth Cinema Night. Tea provided 6.00pm. Afternoon and evening sessions.

February

3rd

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

10th

Meeting Clare. 8.00pm – Workshop Night, Goode Restorations 60 New Rd
Jim Puust will talk about Wurth products

10th

General Meeting – Port Pirie at 8.00pm. Talk from Shannons Insurance.

19th
20th
27th

Clare Valley Cruise
Show ’n’ Shine Clare
Booleroo Steam Rally.

2nd

Laura Fair Narc to display vehicles.

7th

General Meeting – Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm
NOTE EARLIER DATE TO AVOID EASTER

12th

General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm

15th

Farm Shed visit.

November

December

2022

March

April

May

NARC to display vehicles
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4
June

2nd

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

9th

General Meeting – Port Broughton at 8.00pm

TBA Mid week run to Bundaleer Reservoir and forest.
July

14th

August

4th

Deadline for Con-Rod submissions

11th

General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm.

A.G.M., Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm. May be changed to a Sunday
afternoon at a different location
TBA Mid-week run to Beetaloo Reservoir

September 8th

General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm

Swap Meets
October 10th
24th
November

Morgan Cancelled
Clare

Cancelled

Bendigo

cancelled

Other Events of Interest
October

17th

All Ford Day Oakbank Racecourse 46 Oakbank Rd, Oakbank SA 5243
7:30 am - 4:00 pm $5 spectator entry – kids under 16 are free.
Due to COVID restrictions, late entry will not be available on the day
All entrant vehicles must be pre-registered. (entries now closed)

November

7th

Ford Picnic. Lenswood oval from 11am. See page 12

12th &13th

Adelaide Auto Expo Adelaide Showgrounds :
Fri: 5pm - 9pm Sat: 10am - 9pm Adults $25, kids under 13 FREE
Geof Tartoosie Phone: 0410 356 356 Email: gsgarage@tpg.com.au
Web site http://www.adelaideautoexpo.com.au
VIP parking for cool cars only on the lawns in front of the Jubilee Pavilion.

21st

Yankalilla Classic Motor Show 9:00 am - 3:00 pm Yankalilla Showgrounds.
Rosslyn Hoffmann 0414 995 669 Peter Filsell 0427 534 095
yankalillaclassic@gmail.com

21st

Regency Park TAFE car park 137 Days Road, Traders 7 am $20.00
Buyers 8 am $5 Children under 16 Free.
0419 840 284 or 0418 853 020 Ken - ka44190@gmail.com

28th

All Japan Day Classic Come and join us for a great cruise and display up at the
National Motor Museum at Birdwood .. Classic Japanese vehicles pre 1992.

For more information on most of above… www.bevenyoung.com.au swap meet
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FROM THE KAPUNDA CHAPTER
Chairperson

Richard Lang

0423 524 481

Vice Chairperson

Barry Rowett

Secretary

Malcolm Johncock 0490 672 237

Treasurer.

Irene Woodcock.

Property Officer

Trish Evans

Vehicle Inspector

Geoff Rowett

Auditor

Dianne Palamountain

0438 968 537

0400 294 521

0409 457 631

KAPUNDA CHAPTER CALENDAR
OCTOBER. 22nd.
OCTOBER 31st.

NOVEMBER 26th.
NOVEMBER 28th.

JANUARY 2022.

Meeting 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 31st October. See previous CONROD. “Anything on Wheels”.
A big day in Kapunda. Meet at the Harness Racing Track 41 Hancock Rd.
Scenic Drive and then BBQ lunch at Hamilton. $20/head. Guided Tour of
the Murals in Kapunda starts at 2 pm from the Institute on Hill Street
KAPUNDA. Richard is the Coordinator.
Meeting. 7.30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS LUNCH. At the Greenock Tavern 12 noon. $20/head.
2 course Christmas lunch. Numbers by 14th November to Irene please
Mid January probably 19th is a proposed trip to Swan Reach.
BBQ Lunch and a boat trip along the River. Malcolm organizing.

OUTING TO BALAKLAVA
Sunday 27th October. Was a very pleasant cloud
free day, about18’,and it happened that a few members
of Kapunda branch of NARC took a trip to Balaklava. It
had been organised by Malcolm (and we thank him) but
he was unable to attend due to ill health.
In passing we saw the recently completed silo
murals at OWEN which had been designed by Robert
Hannaford. For a picnic lunch, we visited “The ROCKS”
picnic ground and sat by the Wakefield River in full flow.
A lovely place to hold a picnic and the company was great.
A few kms on to the town of Balaklava and the
agricultural museum which housed a very extensive
collection of farm equipment. There is an Open Day in
May when a lot of the equipment can be seen working.
A good day was had by all.
Brian and Irene
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IT STARTED!!! Motor start up day Burra 18th August.
Early start for me. Priority being to make sure the urn
was boiling before NARC members arrived, knowing that
some were rocking up at about 8.30. It was all go, coffee tea
available 8.15
With the arrival of Ian Radford and his crew the sun
came out but still cold. Craig arrived with the Petter and
Ingersol Rand compressor (I think). Blackstone, Bagshaw and
Petter were filled with water and the Ronaldson and Tippet,
CS Lister all ready to be attacked and brought to life.
Heater in position
The number one man (namely Merv Robinson) arrived
with toolbox and wedge in hand and proceeded to look at the 8 HP
Blackstone. All oiling points checked and tank checked for fuel. It was
time to get the heater going and placed in position to heat the fuel bulb.
After a few checks of the temperature we turned the water on to fill the
block to discover some leaks. Thread seal on two screws and a nut
tightened was all it required.
Then a little priming of the cylinder and a big spin of the flywheel
with everyone watching in anticipation. A big sigh by onlookers and an
even bigger smile and delight from me as smoke came out the exhaust
and it was away. It started first time and ran extremely well to our
amazement as it had not been started for a long time.
Meanwhile the Petter was ticking over beautifully in the well
Giving it the spin
appreciated sunshine (we turn it on for NARC in Burra). John Birrell
was working on the CS Lister 3.5 HP and found a
problem with the fuel pump and once cleaned out and
reassembled, with a group of people around a start was
ready. A bit of turning and patience to get the diesel to
the injector, the Lister started bouncing around the floor
trying to pin Pitchers to the wall.
The Blackstone and Petter were doing what they
were supposed to do while morning tea was a
continuous feed trough. Then a little bang. The bolt that
And it’s running
we tightened on the Blackstone had loosened and blown
a gasket. Merv stopped the engine. A new gasket and stud
manufactured and assembled it
was decided that we should start
Tom Chapman’s modified
it after lunch.
chainsaw starter. Only problem
The Bagshaw needed
is starting the starter!!!
starting which was done with
minor adjustments to a
temperamental carburettor. It
ticked over well. Tom Chapman
bought a motor which he valued
Bagshaw awaiting a start
and a flash starter namely a
converted chainsaw and was
attempting to get it started.
Flooded we think! Leave for
a while maybe it would go
Catering manager Andrew Butler ably assisted by Roger
Boehm had lunch organised. Hamburger “how you like them” as
you made your own. Cake and buns for afters.
Blackstone re-starting time and away it went, purring away
but it decided it wanted to do more and
Roger Boehm & Andrew
started to speed up. Panic stations, shut
Butler on lunch detail.
her down.
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When it stopped we found out that we had overheated
the inlet spring and softened it which over rode the
governor. More repairs complete and a bit more effort
away she went as good as it did 110 years ago when it
was new.
While repairs were being done Type N
Ronaldson Tippett I bought at a sale 2 ½ years ago was
being turned at a rapid rate of knots (so rapid it shone a
rusty crank handle up) blew a heap of smoke and away
it went but not well. The race was on to see who would
Ian Radford making sure
get started first. I heard from someone who will remain
things aren’t overheating.
nameless saying “my
money on the
Blackstone.” He was wrong and I think you should pay
up Allan.
Craig’s
compressor was
pulled into gear a
couple of times
deafening all
around. Ian
Warnes pulled the
37 Chev ute out
John Birrell working on the
the shed for an
Lister with several supervisors
inspection as well as a
‘holding the light’
viewing of the Plymouth
by some people.
People started to move off mid-afternoon. One thing
needed its cobwebs removed, Jack Coffey (local vet)
decided to take the Cletrac for a drive around the paddock.
A few people remained around and a couple of
different types of
coffees were had
and a review of the
day was shared “I
think we’ve started
something” (pardon
the pun) “Where’s
the next one going
to be?” It was good to see happy
Paul making a gasket.
people with a smile on their face in
the present climate
John asking for help from
I personally
a higher authority???
enjoyed the day and
it was a pleasure to
host it. I must give special thanks to Merv Robinson and John
Birrell helping me to understand my motors, Andrew Butler
for his effort with catering along with Roger Boehm and Mary
Woollacott the photographer for the day. We had 20
members attend and 7 other people came to have a look. It
was a great day and I thank all who attended.
Thanks greatly
Paul Wilson
PS Tom did not get either of his motors ticking over

View of some of the engines with
Tom’s recalcitrant 2 in front
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Old Car Day September 1st at Bethany
A small group of NARC (Kapunda Chapter) members met at 9.30 am and headed to
Bethany Recreation Park to meet a gathering of 240 classic, vintage and veteran cars and motor
cycles and to enjoy a warmer sunny day with likewise enthusiasts. Brian and Irene Woodcock
took their Citroen special, Ross Vogt drove his trusty VK Valiant station wagon , Dennis and
Rosemary Schulz came along in their very well presented 1962 Fairlane while along with
Malcolm Johncock and Peter Cottam as passengers I drove my topless 1923 Dodge tourer to the
event.
A BYO picnic lunch was the
order of the day, I think mainly
sandwiches, although a small group
of NARC members from up Burra
way enjoyed bangers on a barby
and a coupla beers.
700 people enjoyed the
surrounds, the atmosphere, the
comradery amongst all varied club
members and of course the weather
gods where in our favour, which
again made it a perfect day. Thanks
to the Gawler club for the invitation
and bring on 2022. (hopefully
without covid restrictions.)
Richard Lang.
On Sunday 15th August 8 members of Kapunda
NARC enjoyed a roast beef Lunch in Freeling before
going over to see the small railway in Roseworthy.
It was a practice day for the engineers and they very
generously allowed us to do 2 laps of the interesting
course and gave explanations of their work and a
new engine. Very pleasant day. Irene

Dodge Brothers Club Australasia
“Tweenie” tour week in Mannum.
This is an Australian wide club
which covers every state including
Tasmania. Each state in turn hold an
event biennially, 2022 being in Western
Australia, but each year all states hold a
Tweenie. This year’s Tweenie SA was
organised by a capable group of
members and was held in and around the river town of Mannum. All interstate members are
invited, but due to covid border closures only South Aussies could attend and so 15 dodges
ranging in years from 1917 to 1935with the furthest traveling from Pt. Lincoln, the South East, the
Riverland and of course local cars.
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The first evening, being a Monday we all gathered in
the camp kitchen at the Mannum Van Park for a BBQ dinner
and to receive our event packs.
Next morning from 8.15 am 28 people including tail
end Charlie (thanks Peter), assembled in the car park
adjacent to the ferry entrance to peruse through the array of
Dodge vehicles on display (a lot of onlookers) and to receive
a few pointers from the organisers. 9.15 am and we were on
our way to Springton, via
scenic dirt roads stopping
regularly to admire the
countryside. Morning tea at
Springton where the Dodges where invaded by 20 odd students
and their teachers from the local school asking lots of questions,
blowing horns and admiring the cars in general. Then another
scenic drive, some bitumen but mainly dirt roads west of
Dodgey track!!
Springton before returning to the Herbig family tree and discover
it’s history. Onto Mt. Pleasant via bitumen for bakery lunch.
All fed and watered it was onto
Palmer lookout via mainly scenic dirt
roads to take in the view and Dodge car
group photos, before driving down
through the painted rocks, through
Palmer back to Mannum. 120 km day, not
a break down but thanks to T.E.C. Peter
for backing up with 4.w.d. and trailer.
Day two. Again we gather from
Palmer lookout
8.15am, but a much shorter day with a
visit to the Mannum Men’s Shed and
morning tea. Return to accommodation for lunch, before a visit to the information centre, which
houses the museum and the beam engine. A paddle boat ride for about 1 hour filled the day in.
Day three saw us again gather in the car park at 8.30am.after instructions we crossed the
river to the eastern side by ferry. Off the main road, down a steep decline to the river and onto
Younghusband, stopping at Teeza’s metal art for a browse with some purchases made. Very
picturesque, lots of shacks, old gum trees with the coloured cliffs in the background. Onto Bowhill
for morning tea at a very new and modern café, or b.y.o if you desired. Onto Pernong landing
stopping at the lookout for photos and a very good view of the river and the surrounding area
before ferrying across the river to the western side.
Through Caurnamont, up very steep incline, (definitely
Ferry crossing
2nd gear) along some flatter bitumen road. With the river
and wetlands coming back into view after a few kms.
Lots of houseboats and moorings to be seen before
passing through Pellaring Flat and back to Mannum for
lunch and an early day, covering 80 kms. Again no
breakdowns, just reliable motoring from all Dodges.
A short walk to the Pretoria Hotel for an evening
meal, presentations and huge thank u’s to the
organisers was enjoyed by all.
Next morning a cooked breakfast was admirably
prepared in the camp kitchen for all to eat.
This being our final get together for this Tweenie tour, goodbyes and travel safe was the
general talk after brekky. A brilliantly organised tour with all Dodges being very reliable, traveling
the dirt roads with ease, showing that these vehicles were built for the rough conditions and you
cannot dodge a Dodge.
Richard Lang.
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French Car Day at Auburn
A return to winter weather on Sunday
12th September failed to dampen the
enthusiasm of the French car fraternity who
journeyed to Auburn for the annual get together.
There was a good diversity of marques
including Bugatti and Amilcar as well as the
more popular Renault, Citroen and Peugeot.
Berets were de rigeur and French Tricolor flags
were in abundance but unfortunately, red, white
and blue umbrellas had to be deployed
regularly to combat the frequent showers.
NARC was represented by Winston and
Pam Francis in their petite 1927 Amilcar CS
Long time Renault enthusiast Colin Redmond from
along with Ann Hammat and Trev Naismith in a Adelaide with his immaculate 1955 Renault 4CV,
Renault Clio Sport Cup and Renault R8 Gordini
winner of the Best Early Classic award.
respectively. There was an abundance of
Citroen 2CV’s (Tin Snails) but only one DS that most stylish and futuristic of French cars.
Vehicles were judged in age groups and
I’m pleased to report that one trophy is staying
in the Clare Valley with my Gordini winning Best
Classic.
Lets hope that the French car fraternity
return and support our Clare Valley Cruise and
Show and Shine scheduled for March 19th and
20th respectively.

Trev Naismith
`

Winston and Pam Francis with their Amilcar.

Richard Creasy from Armagh, well rugged up
against the elements, with his 2 litre Amilcar,
winner of the Best pre 1945 car.

Dave Hicks came along in his Renault R8
Gordini rally car, built from components
saved from two ex Works rally cars.
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Front Cover Story
1937 HALF DOOR CHEVROLET UTE
My Grandfather, Reg Warnes, bought it new in 1937
from Jackson Motors, 422 Unley Road, Unley, on the
corner of Unley Road and Cross Road. Phone U1565.
(The site is now used at the Mercedes Commercial
Showroom)
It was bought as a 'Standard Utility' and was the first
true factory built utility vehicle purchased as a work vehicle
on 'Woolgangi'. Up until then, work vehicles were cars, cut down and turned into 'Buckboards',
namely T Fords, Newton Bennett, a Swift and a couple of Fiats!
For a start it doubled as a ‘Town Vehicle', but I don't think that lasted long. The 510 Fiat
remained the family car for Grandma and Grandpa and their 5 sons!! ‘Gluepot’ was also part of
'Woolgangi' until 1962. ‘Gluepot’ was 200 square miles of virgin Mallee and Black Oak scrub
country, covering sand hills, and clay flats. Grandpa and my father were responsible for the
development of Gluepot’ as a useful sheep property. There were no roads as such, just tracks
winding through the scrub. The ute was used to survey fence lines, identify sites for dams, and
other necessary infrastructure. Remember, this was just Mallee & sand hills, 40 miles from
Woolgangi Homestead with no 'made' roads!
As a result, the ute had a very hard life - carting fencing gear, rocks and sand to build
dwellings and anything else they could put in the back, and I would suggest that it was grossly
overloaded most of the time!! It was good at its job - chugging through spinifex and over sand
hills. Only trouble was the steering was completely worn out after 12 months. The Dealer said it
was not possible, but sand and constant turning following the snake pads, as the roads were
called, made it very possible.
Father Les, who trained as a Motor mechanic, had the job to keep the ute going!! By the
early 1950s the ute was pensioned off and replaced by a 1940 Chev Ute. Needless to say that
'the old '37' was a fairly battered and pretty much worn out old 'work horse'. It resided in a shed
at ‘Woolgangi' until the early 1960s, until I got it out and got it going for my own use around the
property! It became MY ute! From 1973 to 2010 it sat in a shed. It was always my intention to
restore it to some degree, but as we all know, life is all about priorities. In early 2000's it started
to move up the list and I thought that maybe it would be good to do a 'rusty restore', similar to
Peter Eaton's Whippets!!It hadn't been started for 30
years!, so with fresh fuel, clean plugs, put some oil on
top of the pistons, fresh oil in the sump and water in the
radiator, turned the motor over half a dozen times, put
plugs back in and away she went - only problem was
water pump seal and no brakes!! As the restore went
on, it didn't take long to realise that the job was beyond
me. Under the floor in 'the tub' was a 'hundred weight'
of Gluepot’/'Woolgangi' sand and debris. The floor was
rusted around the body mounts and the body was
sitting on bits of wood on top of the chassis. Some of
Les' handy work no doubt!!
Another problem was that in 1937 a lot of wood was
still used to brace and support sections of the body and of course some of the wood was in a sad
state. A combination of all that, meant the body was breaking up - the main problem being that
the tub was detached from the cab.
I was always told that it was a 'Standard Utility' and as a consequence the vehicle came
without wind up windows, no hood lining and only one windscreen wiper, very little chrome, but it
had side curtains to keep the elements out. The body was made by Holden and it is officially
described as a '1937 Standard Half Door Chevrolet Utility'. The half door utes were apparently
made for the dry, arid areas of Australia. 593 were made this way in 1937. This body is Number
220 and I have photos of Number 11.
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It has been restored back to its original condition as much as possible but with a couple of
modern/necessary improvements, like indicators and upgraded lights - still retaining the 6 volt
system!
24th November 2016 the Chev was loaded on to a trailer and taken to Goode Restorations
in Clare where I helped to dismantle it entirely. As a teenager I swapped a 1937 engine and gear
box out of a 1937 Sedan. The original engine and gearbox was taken to Adelaide to Old Farts
Garage-Simax Engineering for a complete rebuild. What couldn't be repaired or rebuilt, a new
component was imported direct from the 'Filling Station' in Oregon USA or from Chev Spares in
Sydney.
This was an interesting exercise as there were a few differences between the ute and the
car, namely a 4 bolt hole flywheel instead of a 6 bolt flywheel on the car. Thus a different flywheel
to take the original spring clutch!! A lot of head scratching and searching eventually located the
parts needed, except for the original clutch yoke. So all was well and I have been able to retain the
original engine, clutch, gearbox and differential, even though they have all been rebuilt! This was
quite a feat as it was over 50 years since I had done the swap and bits and pieces can get scattered
far and wide over that time!
1937 was the first of the 216 cubic inch motors and has a 3 speed gearbox with 'syncro' on
2nd and 3rd gears. The engine develops 85 brake horsepower at 3200 RPM.
Graham and Ben Goode and their panel beaters restored the body, along with all the required
wood work. It took 3 years to repair and rebuild, most of the work being done locally in Clare. Mid
North Crash did the paint job and Justin Tilbrook at Clare Upholstery restored and reupholstered
the seat, door linings and side curtains and made the tonneau cover.
Some of that time was taken up by waiting for the 'cheque book' to catch up, but it has been an
interesting project!
I drove the Ute out of Goode Restorations
yard on 18th December 2019!
When the Ute was originally bought in 1937, a 501
Fiat was traded in! The registration number on the
Fiat was SA1073 which was transferred to the new
Chev Ute. In 1973, my father Les transferred the SA
1073 plate to his 1952 Plymouth Sedan, which I now
own, complete with the original number plates.
So now the restored Chev Ute has the
registration number with the personalised plates -SA
IW1073.
The '37 had its first outing in the Bay to Birdwood
Rally in 2020.
Ian Warnes

The Early Ford V-8 Club of America

SA REGIONAL GROUP 94 Inc.
All Ford Clubs & Vehicles

Are invited to the

19th FORD PICNIC
Sunday November 7th 2021
Lenswood Oval
From 11 am

Have a great day relaxing and socialising with other Ford Clubs.
No Trophies

No Plaques

No Worries

This year's charity will be advised later

Sausage Sizzle, Drinks, Tea & Coffee, etc will be available
Any enquiries

Graham Tonkin 0401 314 563 Gary Fatchen

0409 503 300
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MAP KERNOW FESTIVAL KAPUNDA October 30 and 31.
There will be two events of interest to car enthusiasts.
THE ANYTHING ON WHEELS TOUR.
Sunday October 31 2021 at 9.30 am.
Meet at the Trotting Club carpark on Hancock Road.
Tour to Eudunda, across to Marrabel and onto Gill Park at Hamilton for a two course BBQ lunch.
After lunch return to Kapunda to participate in the Street Procession followed by a car display.
Entry form next page

KAPUNDA SHOW AND SHINE.
Sunday October 31 2021

Kapunda Show “N” Shine 2021 will be held in the main street on
the
October 2021 commencing at 11.00am and is open to all makes and
models incl. Hot Rods, with a chance to win prizes and trophies for: Best car on
the day, Best Modified, Best Paint, Best theme Car, Encouragement Award and
People’s Choice.
Live Music, Stalls, Locally produced food supplied by local Bakery, Cafes
and Hotels with your favourite refreshments catered for, along with face painting
for the kids, all available on the day.
This is a chance to show off your pride N joy to all enthusiasts. Register and
pay on the day, all we ask is for you to reverse angle park and have your vehicle
in position by 12.30 pm for 1.30 pm approx. for judging.
For any further enquiries please don’t hesitate to contact us or check out our
Facebook page.
See you here.
Tiani Leis.
PH. 0411150031.
www.kapundashownshine
Email: northkapunda@outlook.com
31st

In the centre of the action.
There will be a whole weekend of activities involving the whole town. The Kapunda Show will be
held Saturday October 30, the Rotary Art Exhibition will open all the weekend, old machinery
display, craft display, stalls, Town Square entertainment, on the Sunday along with
Museum displays. The Museum Fiftieth Anniversary dinner will be held on the Saturday night
at the Kapunda Bowling Club with Senator David Fawcett as the Guest Speaker.
A Street Procession will be held at 2.00 pm on Sunday.
Entertainment for everyone.
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MAP KERNOW. ( Anything on Wheels Tour)
Sunday 31st October 2021
Northern Automotive Restoration Club (Kapunda Chapter)
Entry Form.
Entrants Name………………………………......................
Phone No.
Address……………………………………………………
Mobile………………......
………………………………………………………………
Postcode……………………
Associated Club…………………………………………………..
Passenger 1………………………………………………………...
Passenger 2…………………………………………………………
Passenger 3…………………………………………Passenger 4……………………………
Vehicle Owners name…………………………………………..
Vehicle Owners Address……………………………………….. If different from above.
Vehicle Make…………………………………….
Year…………………Model……………………..
Entrant.
BBQ Lunch, Fruit Salad n Ice Cream, Tea n Coffee
$20.00 $…………….
Passengers
BBQ Lunch, Fruit Salad n Ice Cream, Tea n Coffee
@$20.00 each $.. . . . ………..
TOTAL. $…............…..
Please make Cheques Payable to N.A.R.C ( Kapunda Chapter)
Post all Entries and fees by October 17th 2021 to
The Tour Organiser
BYO CHAIRS.
Po.Box 457 Kapunda 5373

Conditions of Entry and Disclaimer.
All Vehicles to be used in this event must be roadworthy and have current Registration. Federation supplied
Log books must be filled in and Signed, (if Applicable) and a current drivers licence held by Driver. Drivers
must abide by all traffic Rules.
The entrants shall be deemed to have entered on the clear understanding and condition that they and the
persons who accompany them (for whom the entrant hereby agrees to take full responsibility) shall have no
claim whatsoever against Northern Automotive Restoration Club or its servants or agents for any personal
injury or damage to property or any other loss whatsoever incurred by the entrants or by members of the
entrants party.
Northern Automotive Restoration Club hereby disclaims all responsibility for any such loss or damage
and the entrant by his or her signature below acknowledge that he or she has read the above conditions of
entry and understands them and agrees to abide by those conditions and to take full responsibility for
themselves, their properties and the persons and property of all members of the entrants party.
The organizers reserve the right to alter some of the program arrangements if necessary, without
consultation.

I/ we agree to abide by all rules and conditions above
Entrants Signature ………………………………………

Date………………………………

15
Minutes of previous meetings
Thursday 12th August 2021
President welcomed 40 Members and visitors, 13 Apologies.
Agreed Minutes of previous Meeting be Accepted.
Correspondence was read and Received.
Financial Report was presented and Accepted.
Registrar reminded members Log books to be endorsed otherwise illegal to drive.
General Business:
Show’n’Shine application has been made to Council, Plans are in hand.
Swap Meet to be reviewed and planned for 2022
Burra to Morgan Run had been a success, many congratulations received. Future date to be
considered.
Riverland Visit – programme for Sunday, 13th September, organised around the Clare Valley
Burra Day Out Wednesday 18th August. Names required for Barbecue Lunch.
Insurance Cover questioned re Tractor Pull at Y.P. Field Days. Policy to be checked.
Next Meeting – Thursday 12th August at Port Broughton.
President closed Meeting at 8.30pm.
Guest Speaker Ivan Venning told many stories from his 24 years in Politics. Now retired he
can spend more time with NARC.
Thursday 9th September 2021
President welcomed 31 Members and visitors, 10 Apologies.
Agreed Minutes of previous Meeting be Accepted.
Correspondence was read and Received.
Financial Report was presented and Accepted.
Cheque had been forwarded to Kapunda following receipt of their Balance Sheet.
Registrar advised and has endorsed a new vehicle inspector for Kapunda.
Federation Report – Electronic distribution of minutes in 2022. Considering changing time of
Meetings from 7.00pm to early afternoon and possible change to Code of Practice.
Check Federation Wed site for Events.
General Business:
Show’n’Shine Coordinator congratulated on a great effort obtaining support from Clare Council for
promotion of Clare Valley Cruise and Show’n’Shine in March.
Riverland Visit – programme was detailed for Sunday, 13th September, NARC members invited to
join Riverland members for Sunday Tea. Numbers required.
Burra Day Out was a day of challenges, 22 had attended and they were thanked for their support.
Nominations for Life Membership were received from Kapunda Chapter.
Constitution states Life Member may be appointed only by Special Resolution put to an A.G.M. by
the Committee. This will be checked with Consumer and Business Services.
President’s Run on Sunday 7th November around Port Pirie. Meal $25. Numbers required.
Member suggested a Book could be compiled with the Club’s history over the past 50 years.
Historic Registration varies in different States, S.A. has a good scheme.
Kadina Show was a success. Field Days are still going ahead. Book on Line, No payment at Gate.
Next Meeting – Thursday 14th October at Jamestown Airport. at 8.00pm.
President closed Meeting at 9.12pm.
Members were entertained with a Quiz with questions re historic events and vehicles dating back
to the 1900’s. Lots of laughter at some of the impossible questions.
.
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The all-new Holden, little Betty in trouble again
(Howard and Nita Graeber have the local GMH dealership; Betty is their daughter)
My husband Howard and I had a preview of the all-new FE Holden when we went to
Woodville to pick up a new Chev for Bill Jaensch, and it’s a beauty! The styling is right up to date,
the interior spacious and airy, and they told us that it’s a much better car on the road as well. We
normally sell about two new cars a month, but we decided to order four FEs straight off. We’d have
been in difficulty if we didn’t sell them quickly, but we were sure that it was a safe bet. I thought
that there’d be waiting lists once the FE came on sale and that made Howard thoughtful. If new
cars aren’t coming in we don’t get trade-ins to sell as used cars,
which makes things very tight for us. We decided to take back
another FJ with us – fortunately we’d brought Howard’s sister,
Gert, who had gone shopping but could drive the extra car. Our
demonstrator, a black business sedan, has already been pre-sold
to Don O’Dea as his new taxi, so we wouldn’t have a cash-flow
problem. We got a pale-yellow Special, which made Howard
comment, “This will stop Betty from complaining about the black
one!”
Our eldest child Betty is a delight to us, but also a worry. Top of her class at school and
hard-working, she is a big help in the garage and in the house, but she has strong opinions on
everything and also a bad habit of taking matters into her own hands when she thinks someone
else is in the wrong. Since Lou Stuart bought our two-tone green demonstrator, she has moaned
constantly about the ‘horrid’ colour of the black one, and she has appointed herself protector of
Martin Kloetzke, a boy in her class whom she has a crush on. She let down the jacks on Mr.
Finlay’s caravan when she thought he had been mean to Martin, and her latest escapade was
jacking up a wheel of her teacher’s car after the teacher had caned the boy. That caused a serious
accident, but instead of thrashing her as he should have, Howard filled her head with nonsense
about being a heroine fighting Communist oppression. That can only make her worse. Martin, like
all boys of that age, wants nothing to do with a girl, but I’d be willing to bet he’ll be my future sonin-law, and he’ll be the ideal husband for her.
When we got home, Betty was thrilled when with our new demonstrator, though she did
mention that we should have got a two-toned one, while Howard’s father, who had manned the
garage while we were away, reported that Don O’Dea’s Plymouth taxi had put a rod through the
block and was at the back of the garage. Don, the taxi-driver who wants to buy our old
demonstrator, lives in our town but drives in the big town of L-. Son of a sick widow, he left school
early to support her as long as she lived and is a real battler who has had bad luck. Starting as a
labourer, he saved up enough to buy an old truck to set up a carrying business. An electrical fault
caused the truck to catch fire and burn out, so he worked as a railway fettler until he had saved
enough to buy the taxi from an old man who was retiring. The taxi, a 1938 Plymouth, had been on
its last legs and Howard had calculated that it was costing him more in fuel, oil and repairs than the
payments on a better car. Howard had made the black Holden as cheap as possible for him by first
using it as a demonstrator, and since there was a new model coming, we had a big rebate on it.
Howard had also talked the bank manager, Major Dunleavey, into giving Don a favourable
personal loan. I phoned Don and told him he could pick up his new car in the morning, while
Howard transferred the taxi-meter from the Plymouth and then painstakingly masked the Holden to
paint the white band under the windows and the stencilled ‘TAXI’ and phone number on the sides.
Always the over-indulgent father, he then sprayed the roof of the yellow Special with the same
white paint, just to please Betty. What a long day it had been for him! Howard gulped down dinner
and relaxed in his favourite armchair for the rest of the evening.
Betty was doubly thrilled when she saw the demonstrator
in the morning and gave her father a big hug and kiss, and I’ve
never seen anyone so excited or relieved as Don O’Dea, when he
came and found his new car ready to go. He signed the papers
and drove off, after which Howard did the pre-delivery on the
Chev. Bill Jaensch picked it up in the afternoon, leaving his ’48
Chev, one of the first cars Howard had sold, as a trade-in.
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Just as we were about to close that evening, Don O’Dea came and filled his new taxi with
petrol, saying jubilantly that he had had his best-ever day. Because of the Plymouth’s propensity
for breaking down – the poor old thing had over 300 000 miles behind it – he was always the last
car to be called by the radio-room, and then only for short jobs. Now that he had the newest and
best taxi in the fleet, he had got all the best jobs and had barely had time to eat lunch. He had also
sung Howard’s praises to the other drivers and, sure enough, on the next day one of them came in
with a very worn Morris Six and asked what sort of deal he could get on a Holden. I phoned GMH,
and yes, they still had another black FJ business sedan in stock, while Howard evaluated the
Morris, carefully listening to the motor. I knew that he would want to re-build the motor before he
re-sold it; Graeber’s Motors has a good reputation for only selling reliable cars. The driver was very
happy with the change-over price we offered and signed the order at once, so I phoned Howard’s
father to ask him to accompany me to Woodville to pick up the new car. Three new cars sold in a
week was a record for us, but was the result of treating customers fairly and well. The big GM
dealer in L.- wouldn’t be very happy, but if someone from another town comes to us because of
our reputation, we can’t turn them away. At the end of the month Major Dunleavy happily told
Howard that Don had not only made his first payment on time but had made an over-payment, and
Betty told us that Rosie, Don’s daughter who was in her class, was now getting proper lunches
with sliced meat in the sandwiches and fruit, so we knew that Don was doing well and that Howard
had done him a big favour by selling him a new car.
Eventually the big day drew near: the FE Holden was
due for release! Howard and I took the evening train to Adelaide
to pick up our first two new FEs. We chose a white Special with
a red top and a glorious matching interior, knowing that Betty
would approve, and a beige Standard. I drove the Special back;
they are right about the new model’s superior road
performance. It tracks beautifully, no wheel-lifting, it feels tight
and stable. This car will establish Australia as a car-making
nation, for it is as good as or better than anything I have driven
from Britain or America. Back home, we covered the cars with
tarpaulins and soaped the show-window to keep the cars secret until the official release day, but
then Howard got a cloth and drew a star, and wrote “The New Star” in the soap, though high
enough that people couldn’t look through the star or letters to see into the showroom. During the
night I woke up and saw a light in the showroom, but then Betty, in her pyjamas and dressing
gown, came padding back to her room with a torch. She had taken a preview of the new cars! She
didn’t see me standing in the darkened doorway and I never mentioned having seen her. In the
coming days we saw lots of people climbing on each other’s shoulders, trying to see the new cars
through the star in the soaped window. So great was the curiosity about the new model! I even
saw Ron Rawson, the Ford dealer, on his apprentice’s
shoulders! He sheepishly returned to his Zephyr Six when
he saw me watching him.
As long as I live, I shall never forget the release day.
It was one of the really big events of the year and everyone
was very excited. The showroom was packed with people
milling around the cars and we had to ban Betty from the
garage because she was telling people that they weren’t
allowed to buy our red-and-white one. We often took
several people at a time for rides in the demonstrator and
had five orders on that first day! We had been worried that we might have over-committed by
ordering four cars, and now we found we hadn’t ordered enough. The delivery date on the late
orders would be two months away; I had been right about the waiting lists. As we took more orders
in the following weeks, the waiting time would grow and grow. A farmer had offered to pay extra if
he could take the standard sedan that day, because it was his wife’s birthday. Since he was an
excellent customer we naturally let him have it for list price. He had already bought a Vauxhall and
two Holdens from us, and we knew his green FJ standard was in perfect order and would sell
quickly. Howard did the pre-delivery that evening, then took the FE out to their farm just as they
had finished the birthday tea. He was rewarded with a kiss from the farmer’s wife, a piece of
birthday cake and the eternal gratitude of the farmer.
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He drove back in the FJ, which sold a few days later, even faster than we expected, to
someone who didn’t want to wait months for an FE. Our yellow FJ demonstrator went the same
way shortly after. I think we could have sold another four FEs if we could have got them at once.
We even sold Don’s Plymouth to a young lad who had rolled his ’38 Dodge and had good
mechanicals from it, but needed an intact body to put them in. I was glad that the faithful old taxi
wouldn’t be scrapped.
The River Murray was in flood, so one Sunday after
church we drove to Mannum. It was very saddening to see that
all the buildings on the river side of the main street were under
water. Our two youngest kiddies started to cry, which I coud well
understand, for it was an upsetting sight. When we came back to
the red-and-white FE, there were people standing around
looking a it. The FE was still uncommon enough as to cause
people to turn and look, and everyone liked it. Howard read in a
magazine that they were expected become even more popular
than the FJ, and I could understand why. It was an exciting time to be a GM dealer, and I shall
never forget it.
One day, though, my concerns about our eldest child were to prove well-founded. The
doorbell rang and Howard opened the door to find Constable Kermody and a very frightened Betty.
The Constable explained that he had caught her red-handed, putting nails under the tyres of his
Holden patrol car. Howard was furious and grabbed the razor strop. Betty began to cry at once and
to plead for mercy, saying that she was sorry and would never do it again, but Howard took her to
her room and gave her a thrashing that more than made up for all those she had deserved and
missed out on, then he sent her straight to bed. I served tea and scones for the Constable, hoping
that he would not want to press charges against Betty, and was relieved when he didn’t mention
the incident again, but rather talked about trading his 1951 Holden on a new FE. Howard let him
drive ours and he was impressed. We had sold yet another FE!
Betty was allowed to come out for tea in her pyjamas and dressing gown, and Howard and I
both gave her a hug and reassured her that we loved her, even though we had had to punish her
for being so naughty. She tearfully explained that she had been getting even with the Constable for
giving Martin’s father a ticket for speeding. We told her that it was the Constable’s job to enforce
the law and that a lot of people were killed through accidents caused by driving too fast, so the
Constable was actually showing his concern for Mr. Kloetzke’s safety. We went on to tell her that
she would continue to be punished if she kept causing trouble for other people and that there were
better ways of dealing with things that she believed were wrong, such as letters or petitions. It was
a good lesson for Betty as well as for the younger children.
Things did settle down. We returned to selling two or three new cars a month, Betty didn’t
cause any more trouble, although she remained outspoken on anything she didn’t like, Don is
aiming to pay off his loan within two years and then build up a bank account with the intention of
paying cash for his next car, which he would naturally get from us. Howard, after working long
days to keep up with the demand, was able to get a well-earned rest and we even took a few
weekends away, leaving Howard’s father in charge on Saturday mornings. It’s a good life, having a
garage in a small country town and I love it.
Footnote: The talking-to worked. A month later, Betty’s first letter to the editor was published in
the local paper and led to a safety zone being established outside the school. The next (and last)
time that a car would capture the Australian public’s imagination, as the FE had done, would be
the release of the Ford Falcon; Ron Rawson would have his day of glory! Today, no-one gets
excited about a new-model car, a car is merely a commodity. The
dealerships in the little town faded in the seventies and eighties as
the marketing experts decided to consolidate dealerships, with the
result that many country people took to buying Asian or European
cars. The former Graeber’s Motors is today used by a retired farmer
to store his collection of old tractors.
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BSA Model B (Round Tank)
Birmingham maker BSA was
a giant. Dating from 1861 it was a
volume manufacturer of armaments,
machinery, components, castings,
cycles, motorcycles and more. After
a few half-hearted forays into
building prototype machines in
1904-5 comprising proprietary
engines and heavyweight cycle type chassis, the BSA board
Electrolux in Sydney used round tanks
then played a wait and see game. Was motorcycling here to
stay or a passing fad?
On October 25, 1910, a Motor Cycling Weekly feature led with :"The new BSA motor-bicycle, a 499cc 3½ hp machine on standard lines with several notable
improvements" and since this was the firm's first 499cc motorcycle, you may ask improvements on
what? One needs to read between the lines. Certainly the BSA 3½ hp model (initially built at
Redditch) was a new product but many in the trade observed similarities with the then best
available British single cylinder motorcycle, the 499cc 3½ hp Triumph from Coventry. Some even
suggested parts were interchangeable (most weren't) but nonetheless it was upon proven lines
with appropriate modifications and differences resulting in a sound motorcycle straight from the
box.
With satisfactory sales, BSA improved the model, later added hub gears then countershaft
gearboxes, developed larger engines and beefed up the rolling chassis. With much of the factory
given over to arms manufacture in the First World War, it built small numbers of motorcycles for
the war effort, notably the 557cc single cylinder Model H. After the war BSA resumed civilian
motorcycle manufacture, adding a rugged 770cc V-twin to its 1920 range. Soon the catalogues
comprised a sizable range of models from 350cc singles to l000cc V-twin workhorses. Then as
financial belts were tightening the BSA board wanted a piece of the growing lightweight utility
market leading to the announcement in January 1924 of what was to become the most famous
lightweight of the period -the 249cc Lightweight Model B.
It didn't take long before all and sundry had noticed its distinctive emerald green cylindrical
fuel and oil tank supported from the frame top tube by nickel plate finished steel bands. Despite its
BSA logos, piled arms transfers and lining, the wisecracks branded it the 'Marrow Tank', 'Round
Tank' and other less polite nicknames. Round Tank stuck and the factory was more than happy to
unofficially cash in on this observation.
Despite selected rival models having cylindrical tanks, even today the mention of the words
Round Tank conjures images of this user friendly lightweight with huge mudguards to keep riders
clean on even the muckiest of days.
With its punchy 249cc side-valve engine and simple controls the Round Tank appealed to a
wide and varied range of owners. Little wonder BSA sold over 15,000 in 1924 alone.
Such is the regard for the Round Tank, many enthusiasts have one in their collection even if
some of our hard riding speed merchants are more than a little sheepish over acknowledging its
presence in their workshop and can be heard spluttering 'for the grandchildren you know' or some
other rot. Sentiment is indeed a powerful emotion.
BSA lightweight Model B (Round Tank) 1924-26
Engine
249cc single cylinder side-valve
Gearbox
2-speed with clutch. (3-speed option late
1925 for 1926)
Brakes
No front brake but two independent brakes
on rear.
Weight
180lb
Top speed 40-45mph
Fuel consumption 80-110mpg
Testing the round tank’s ruggedness
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Con-Rod Classifieds
Please advise editor when your item/s have sold so ad can be deleted.
Ad may still be on website when not on this page
Ads will only be listed for 2 issues unless otherwise requested.
For Sale

Toyota Camry, 1985 169,000km Mint condition
UTY 376
$3,500 ph 0400 323 586. Eudunda

For Sale

Armstrong Siddeley “Baby” Sapphire 234
details and story page 16 July edition.

Wanted

DKW bikes, parts and photos.
See story page19 July edition.

For Sale

1948 Rover P3 sedan Project car complete $4,500
Pick up only Port Pirie. Midge 0409 850 651.

Found

A right front door from a mid 1920’s tourer was found on the side of the road
between Jamestown and Spalding. See pictures below
If you have lost a good original door, contact Merv Robinson, 0417 863 450.

NARC Souvenirs
Car Badges (cast)
Lapel Badges (small)
Teaspoons
Embroidered Patch
Coffee Mugs

$20.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$15.00

Contact: Beryl Button at a meeting or phone: 8635 2621

