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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
 
I hope you are all fit and well and if not back to your best very soon. 
This year’s Presentation Luncheon was held in Kadina and well attended. 
Congratulations to the award winners 
Pre 1930      Graham Goode 
1931 - 1950    Brian Beyer 
1951 – 1970    Keith Napper 
1971 – 1979    Barry Treloar  
Con-Rod Editor    Marius Venz 
Patron’s Choice   Graham Burgess 
NARC Attendance   John Birrell 
President’s Novelty   Ivan Venning 
Our last meeting which was held at the Clare Airport and was well attended.  
Thank you for supporting our venue change. 
I was pleased to see members and guests at this meeting who often cannot make 
our regular meetings. 
Our guest speaker John Stanley gave a wonderful insight into Stoewer-Werke 
Company and the cars, trucks and tractors which they manufactured. 
John was in Clare to attend the National Veterans Rally and it has been a pleasure 
to see all the cars travelling around the district and assembled together at various 
locations. 
Sunday 29th October will be the Presidents Run.  10am Start 
Once again a Mystery Run in the Clare Valley 
Departing from the Madonna Hall car park in Sevenhill. 
We will be having morning tea along the way, some history and surprises 
Finishing with a catered gourmet picnic style luncheon and some wine tasting. 
Our urn will be there as well for those wanting tea or coffee 
Speciality coffee will also be available to purchase 
Luncheon Cost is $35.00 per person. Cash only 
You MUST pre-book by 15th October for catering purposes. 
So if you want a great day out come along.  Please bring a chair. 
Hope you can join me. 
 
On page 6 of this issue you will find the proposed club policy for the 
new Club Registration scheme. 
The Committee has worked out this proposal to become a club by-law. 
Please study it carefully as it will be voted on at the November meeting 
 
Keep smiling 
Ian Radford  
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October 12th General Meeting Pt Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm     

 Speaker Graham Burgess  -  Indian motorbikes 
 

  14th Clare Show …. Vehicles needed for display (free admission) 
 
  28th Kapunda Show 
 
  29th President’s Mystery Run   see President’s Report for details 

 
November  9th General Meeting Jamestown - Sir Hubert Wilkins Airport  8.00pm  

             Kip and Lynne Newbold will show pictures and talk on their recent visit to  
             the Great Dorset Steam Fair, Britain. 
 

      18/19th Bendigo Swap meet 
 
December 7th Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 
  14th General Meeting Port Broughton 8pm  

 Speaker Liz Martin – Trucking Hall of Fame 
2018 
 
January 11th Blyth Cinema Night. Tea provided  6.00pm 
 
February 1st Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 
  8th Meeting at Goode Restoration, New Road, Clare. 8pm  
 
March         3/4th Power of the Past, Mount Barker 
 
  8th General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm 
   Members Profile - Peter Underwood 
 
March  18th Clare Swap Meet 
 
  25th Booleroo Steam Rally 
 
April         5th Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 
  7th Laura Folk Fair street parade, Fair also Sunday but no parade. 
 
  12th General Meeting Kadina, Motorcycle Club rooms 8.00pm   
 
  15th Shed Day 
 
May  10th    General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm 
 
  13th Shed Day – Port Pirie 
 
June  7th Deadline for Con-Rod submissions  
 
  8-11thNarc Camp Out  
 
    14th General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm
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July   12th General Meeting & A.G.M., Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm 
 
August 1st Deadline for Con-Rod submissions 
 
  9th General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00  
 
            TBA Club Rally and Presentation Lunch. 
 
September 13th  General Meeting Port Broughton Golf Club 8.00pm 
 
 2019 Burra to Morgan run 
 
Swap Meets            
  
October        15th     Strathalbyn Harness Racing Club 28 Milne Road 5.30 am sellers $15,  
                                 (two people) Extra adult $5, children free 6.30 am Buyers  $5 children free  
                                 Malcolm 0488 528 331 Deidre 0422 078 127 deidresolly@hotmail.com   
 
November  5th  Classic Bike Show Macclesfield oval $5,00 entry 10am  
   sellers 8am. $20.  Fred 0449 664 370 
 
November  26th Regency Park TAFE car park 137 Days Road, sellers 7 am. buyers  
   8 am.  $3   0419 840 284 or 0413 133 233    ka44190@gmail.com  
 
January   21st   Hahndorf at Oval. Traders: $15.00 6am   Buyers: $5.00 8am,  
   Children Free   0429 959 009 
 
February  18th   Murray Bridge at Showgrounds. 6am. $5 Entry per person Buyers and  
   Sellers Children under 14 free  John Whimpress 0428 132 889  
 
Other Events of Interest 
 
October  15th  Hk-HT-Hg Cruise & Show N Shine  
          10am Castle Plaza for cruise. Show & shine Brighton Oval 12.30 till 4.00   
   HK - HT - HG Owners Car Club of S.A Face Book Page  
 
  15th Roseworthy Show N Shine Roseworthy Hotel,  10:00am - 2:00 pm  
   Open to cars and bikes. Live band till 5pm $15  
   Vic 0422 227 359 or email roseworthyhotel@gmail.com  
 
November  12th  Gumeracha Show And Shine at oval. 10.30am to 3pm.  Gold coin  
   Peter Panagaris 0403 328 910 or Ray Johnson 0413 277 191  
   gumerachashowandshine@gmail.com  
   gumerachashowandshine.org 
 
November    24-25th    Adelaide Auto Expo Jubilee Pavilion Adelaide Showgrounds  
    Fri: 5pm - 9pm Sat: 10am - 9pm  Adults $25, kids under 13 FREE  
   Geof Tartoosie 0410 356 356 gsgarage@tpg.com.au  
   http://www.adelaideautoexpo.com.au  

April   22nd  Mid Murray Classic car & music Festival 

 
For more information on most of above… www.bevenyoung.com.au   swap meets 
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    FROM THE KAPUNDA CHAPTER      
 

Chairperson            Irene Woodcock   8566 3585, brianirene09@bigpond.com 
 
Vice Chairman    Dale  Palamountain   85811071    0419841656 
 
Secretary    Malcolm Johncock   8566 2603   0418173299 
Treasurer   Brian Woodcock    8566 3585   brianirene09@bigpond.com 
Events Coordinator   Robert Stapley     0414 780 395 
Sub Editors   Dale and Dianne Palamountain   85811071   0419841656  
Property Officer     Malcolm Johncock 
Chapter Reps    Chairman and Secretary. 
 
 
CHAPTER CALENDAR 
 
 General meetings held 4th Friday at the Lutheran Church South Tce. Kapunda at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 Wed. Oct. 18th....Mystery Drive and  Lunch. Leave Hill St. 11.00am. 
 
Oct.27th.. Friday...Meeting 7.30pm. Lutheran Church Hall Kapunda.. 
 
Sat. Nov 4th.   Guy Fawkes B.B.Q. Night. Leave Hill St. 5.30pm. Bonfire if no restrictions.  
  No fireworks. Please bring salad or sweets to share. Meat supplied by club, 
  fruit salad and ice cream  provided. Chairs tables on site all mod cons,  
  shelter shed, toilets. Byo drinks. Tea and coffee available.. 
  Directions....travel from  Kapunda  to Hamilton on main road, about 1km  before  
  Hamilton turn left  on  Cornvale Road, continue  about 2 km turn right at Narc sign. 
  Or from Tarlee travel up Gants Hill Road from Rylands Road  
  and watch for Narc sign. 
  Malcolm Johncock organizing...ph. 85662603  or 0418173299. 
 
Nov..24th Friday.. Meeting 7.30 Lutheran Hall  Kapunda. 
 
Dec. 10th..Sunday..Xmas Lunch. Robert Parker..Wolta Wolta. Picnic lunch 
  Arrive 11.30 For 12.  Byo drinks chairs tables. Prizes for best Xmas hat. 
 
No Meeting In December  
 
Jan.26th.Thursday. Australia  Day. Barossa Club organising. TBA next issue. 
 
Jan 27th..Friday Meeting  7.30pm..Lutheran Hall. South Tce. Kapunda. 
 
Feb.11th..Sunday...All British Day Echunga. 
 
Feb 17th...Sat.. Twilight  Run. Dale organising. 
 
Feb 23rd..Friday...Meeting 7.30pm.Lutheran Hall South Tce Kapunda 

mailto:brianirene09@bigpond.com
mailto:brianirene09@bigpond.com


6  Presentation Lunch Aug. 27th 2017.   Patrons Award. 
 
 I would like to congratulate the NARC Club on another very successful year under the 
leadership of Ian Radford. 
 There are too many people to specifically thank but we need to say a big thankyou to our 
President & Secretary & the members of our Club committee. 
 It is great to see such an active club with an enormous number of financial members. 
With such a number of members, there are obviously a great number of vehicles on Club 
Conditional Registration, all of which need the checking & certifying of the Log Books & Registration 
papers each year. 
 There has also recently been a huge amount of work needed with the changes of the 
Conditional Registration Policy & the forming of the NARC Club Registration Policy. 
 The person who has been deeply involved in this, as well as for many, many years is 
Graham Burgess. Graham is also very involved in helping with the new NARC Constitution which 
needs to be upgraded. 
I would like to thank him sincerely & present him with the Patron’s award for 2017. 
 
Ian Denton 
Patron N.A.R.C. 
 
PROPOSED  NARC Club Registration Policy   to be voted on at Nov. meeting. 
 
 As part of its activities, the Northern Automotive Restoration Club (NARC) provides the 
facility for members to access Club Registration – a 90 day conditional registration scheme made 
available by the Government of South Australia’s Department of Planning, Transport and 
Infrastructure (DPTI). 
 In line with its constitution, NARC’s activities under this scheme are limited to the facilitation 
of Club Registration for historic or left hand drive vehicles as defined by the Club Registration Code 
of Practice (the Code). In addition the Club requires those vehicles to be preserved in near original 
condition, restored to near original condition, or restored to a state in which the particular model of 
vehicle could be registered for daily use more than 30 years prior to January 1st of the current year. 
 Acceptance into the Club Registration scheme is via one of the Club’s authorised persons 
(as defined by the Code) providing the owner with a completed MR334 Scheme Application Form 
which will only be issued following an inspection of the vehicle. 
 Allowance will be made for modifications to vehicles as follows:- 

• Where an original component assembly has reached the end of its viable life and an exact 
replacement is not reasonably obtainable, an equivalent from the same period is acceptable. 

• Period accessories and after-market replacement parts are acceptable (eg. steel disc wheels 
can be replaced by alloy wheels of a type available when the vehicle was originally 
manufactured). 

• If the original carburettor fitted  delivered poor fuel economy as a consequence of its design, 
replacement by a more efficient  instrument is acceptable. 

• If the original braking system  is considered particularly unsafe, an upgraded system using 
technology from the same period is acceptable. 

• Lighting and windscreen wiping systems may be upgraded, provided the appearance of the 
original system is maintained. 

• Any  modifications need to be limited to those necessary to reproduce a variant of the model 
available at the time of its manufacture. Favourable consideration will be given to vehicles 
modified in a manner to replicate common period practice.  

Allowance will not be made for major performance modifications.  
 Should a dispute arise as to whether a vehicle meets the Club’s requirements or not, the 
vehicle may be presented by the owner for inspection by two other authorised persons of the Club, 
after which the majority verdict will apply. 
 Should it become evident that modifications outside of those sanctioned by this policy have 
been carried out by the owner, the Club reserves the right to cancel the log book pertaining to the 
vehicle and refuse re-entry to the scheme under its name. 
 In all cases vehicles must remain compliant with current South Australian motor vehicles 
regulations, and the Club accepts no responsibility for failure in this regard.
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2017 Bay to Birdwood Classics run  
 
 The Bay to Birdwood rally has been run and won again and although it is not a race 
to Birdwood there is a sense of relief when the stewards at Birdwood hand you your 
plaque for completing the run, much like finishing a race. 
 
 This year was the year for 1958 to 1978 or 9 so Simca was our eligible car. The 
Simca Car Club held its national rally in June at Tweed heads, at which Ina and I attended, 
trailering our 1964 wagon to the event, roughly 2,000km. Of course we were not intending 
to buy another car but there was a nice looking Simca 90A 1959 sedan which just 
happened to be for 
sale and Ina just 
happened to fall in 
love with it. I couldn’t 
refuse her and it was 
her birthday and there 
was a used car 
salesman in 
attendance who 
negotiated on our 
behalf. Before we 
knew it the deal was 
done and we had 2 
cars in Queensland 
and one trailer so 
decided to trailer new 
car back home and    The Simca Aronde 90A 
leave the wagon to be  
picked up later. I neglected to say that the "new" car had been diagnosed with a broken 
piston so I knew I had some repairs to attend to. More on that later, this is a report on Bay 
to Birdwood. 
 
 On arrival back at Lobethal I had approx. 12 weeks to attend to repairs, organize 
entry to Bay to Birdwood and collect car from Queensland. At this stage both cars are Bay 
to Birdwood entrants but only 1 was registered in S.A. and of course the new car had to be 
registered and necessary paperwork done for conditional registration, (more later). 
 
 The morning of 
Sept 24th dawned cold 
and wet. By this time both 
cars were sorted and 
ready to go. We were out 
of bed at 5am and ready to 
leave by 6am.Not good 
weather in Lobethal cold 
and wet. We set off. I was 
driving the wagon and Ina 
the new 90A. As we 
entered the Freeway at 
Hahndorf my entry number 
blew off the windscreen 
and disappeared into the 
darkness.       1964 Simca wagon
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I suspected that this would cause me some grief at Barret Reserve and sure enough no 
number, no entry until the steward decided the queue behind me was growing by the minute 
and he allowed me into the park. Once parked we bought breakfast, chatted with spectators and 
waited patiently for the start.     
 
 Special marques first then the ordinaries like us.1750 cars approx. entries in every car 
imaginable from Rolls Royces to Morris Minors and all types in between, motor bikes trucks 
semi-trailers utilities rare and common, including a Simca Mattra sports, one of only two I know 
of in Australia belonging to a N.S.W. Simca car club member who came to S.A. just for the Bay 
to Birdwood. 
 
 We set off and as usual the road out of Barret Reserve was congested, everyone jostling 
for position and looking for a clear run. Anzac Highway was ok and kept me on my toes 
watching front and trying to keep Ina in the 90A following in view remembering that her car had 
only travelled about 50km since repairs and this was Ina's first drive apart from about 20km 
around Lobethal. This year the route took us through the centre of Adelaide's Victoria Square I 
think to better show off the cars but seemed like the only spectators were just off the trams or 
some bemused others of various races wondering where all these old cars were coming from. 
We proceeded on towards the Britannia roundabout before which 2 lanes merged into one. I 
could see in my rear view mirror Ina stranded in the outer lane unable to merge and as is typical 
of S.A. drivers no one was going to let her in. Eventually she breathed a sigh of relief when 
members of the Mildura club made an opening for her. 
 
 We continued on eventually reaching Anstey's Hill which was one way traffic and the 
faster cars were able to maintain a reasonable speed through the hills, past Millbrook Reservoir 
and on to Gumeracha, past Gumeracha and finally the run into the museum grounds at 
Birdwood, once again held up by the stewards this time because my replacement number was 
black, not red. 
 
 The Birdwood 
Mill has installed a 
mock-up assembly 
line to recognise the 
contribution of 
Holden to the 
Australian motor 
industry. The static 
display explains the 
history of Holden in 
S.A. with various 
models including what    Part of the display at Birdwood 
is reported to be the first car off the assembly line. The Birdwood National Motor museum is 
always worth a look with a wide variety of interesting exhibits and the Bay to Birdwood allows 
the participants to enter the museum at their leisure during the day. All in all it is a great day and 
we think well worth the effort to attend. 
 
 The preparation included a trip to Clare so Graham Goode could complete the paperwork 
for historic registration. Although the engine was reinstalled it was still rattling away and I was 
pretty much out of ideas for cause. Graham listened and he suggested tappet noise. Thank you 
Graham you saved me time as I was still trying to work out where the terrible rattle was coming 
from. 
 
Robert Stapley    
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Wentworth Junction Rally 
 
 Looking for 
somewhere to go for the 
weekend I went to the 
Wentworth Rally. This was 
a very enjoyable event. 
Held on the junction of the 
Murray and Darling rivers it 
occurs once every 3 years. 
This year Ronaldson & 
Tippett was featured with a 
good selection of their 
products. 
 A good range of R&T engines was complemented by pumps, sprayers, 
compressors, lighting plants, wool press etc. Austral and Wisconsin engines licence built 
by Ronaldson Tippett also featured as well as Badge engineered engines made by R&T 
for other suppliers. 

 There was a 1915 4 hp Mogul 
engine displayed with the original low 
tension magneto and Madison- Kipp 
lubricator still intact. Usually if you can 
find one of these engines it has been 
modernised. To find one complete is a 
real treat as I have one of these 
unrestored. 
 Various clubs in 3 states 
contributed to the display making a 

diverse collection with various engines, tractors, machines, cars, trucks, boats, paddle 
steamers, motor bikes and steam engines. 
 
 There was a sail past of a flotilla of 
paddleboats, motor launches and putt putts, 
quite spectacular. The PS Melbourne was 
giving cruises up the Darling and then the 
Murray at regular intervals. We were told 
the Murray is running up the Darling. 
 
 A V12 Rolls Royce Meteor engine was set up on a trailer and it regularly gave 
demonstrations shattering the tranquillity of the place. The Meteor is a de-rated Merlin 
engine as used in the Spitfire. They virtually made a tractor engine from a high 
performance aviation engine. The supercharger was removed, the carburation was 
altered, the alloy pistons were replaced with cast iron ones and other modifications were 
made. The resulting engine developed 650 horsepower and was fitted to the Centurion 
and other British tanks. 
 
 All in all well worth the trip and an enjoyable weekend. 
 
Malcolm Johncock 
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The Auction of the Collection of the late Clem Smith’s cars 
 
Sunday the 20th August at Mallala. 
 
  I arrived at the Mallala race circuit at about 11.30. I had a look at all the cars and sat in 
all the older model cars to see what it would feel like. It was magnificent sitting in the back and 
later the front seat of the 1927 Stearns Knight of which only one other exists in the world and 
the car is so big inside you could nearly fit a football team in it. 
 All the other cars I sat in had nice upholstery and leather seats. I got a bit of a shock 
getting in a Hudson with left hand drive and finding it hard to open the doors to get out but I 
managed. 
 The auction started at 2.30 and finished about 4.30, there were 36 cars and a few 
miscellaneous items to be sold. Here are some of the prices of the cars: 
1935 Railton Fairmile one drophead coupe very rare only 2 or 3 in Australia,…..$82,500 
1952 Fiat 500 Topolino type C ……$10,000 
1939 Willys overland mode 3A sedan ……$22,000 
1934 Hudson Terra Plane 6C roadster …..$23,000 
Super 6 Pinecone sedan ….$21,000 
1938 Hudson Terra plane coupe model 76 with left hand ….$14,000 
1936 Hudson Terra plane 6C Roadster …..$28,500 
1930 Essex super 6 sedan ….$16,500 
1934 Hudson 8 coupe …..$24,000. 
The most expensive car sold…  
 1972 Chrysler Valiant VH Charger RT E38 
     ….$120,000 
1952 Hudson Hornet club sport coupe ….$48,000 
1923 Ford model T roadster ….$19,000 
1919 Essex model A roadster …$12,000 
My favourite was the 6A  
  sedan, failed to sell at $85,000                       1972 Valiant VH Charger RT E38 
1955 Hudson Hornet sedan LHD …$25,000 
1942 Hudson super 6 coupe LHD ….. $22,000 
1938 Hudson Terra Plane special racing car that 
  Clem Smith used to race at Rowley 
  Park Speedway …$14,500. 
 
A lot of the cars were sold on the internet and some 
also over the telephone. There would have been 
about 600 people there. A great sale, the best I have 
been to. A pity the cars couldn’t have been left 
together for people to see.           1927 Stearns Knight  
I would be one of the very few people in the world to have sat in the front and back seats of the 
Stearns Knight as there are only 2 in the world. 
 
Leon Darley 

 



 



Strange Occurrences in Early 1955     11 
   (Finlay makes a change and little Betty in bother)     
 
 If you want to know what’s going on in 
town, come to my barber shop. My customers 
always chat and tell me what’s been happening. 
If it’s good news, I’m happy to pass it on: for 
instance, Jean Hollings has given birth to a 
healthy baby boy, named Reginald after his 
father. Reg has already bought a folding pram 
that somehow fits in his 1948 Hillman. Dudley 
Forrest has finished building his bond wood 
caravan and will bring it on the Camping and 
Caravan Club’s next weekend away, towing it 
behind his ’37 Graham. What interests me the most,      1948 Hillman Minx 
 of course, is any new cars in the district. Merv Wyndham has bought a new Fargo utility, while 
Jack Butler has traded his ’35 Chev on a new Holden Special, pale blue with a darker blue top. 
It looks most attractive. Some other people have picked up second-hand bargains. Angus 
McIntosh got a Ford V8 Pilot in very good shape for a few hundred pounds – it will be ideal to 
tow the caravan that he’s building – and Ken Lourd bought a Singer SM1500 at a similarly 
cheap price. Some cars depreciate quickly, making them good value for canny buyers. Of most 

interest to me was that Dan O’Loughlin would 
be picking up his new Volkswagen in the next 
few days. I’m keen on Continental cars, so I 
was keen to compare the VW with my Goliath. 
I made Dan promise to take me for a drive as 
soon as it arrived. 
 Of course, there is some news I don’t 
pass on – marital troubles, who got a speeding 
fine and so on. To repeat those things would 
not only be bad for business, but also not the 
Christian thing to do. I also keep quiet on the 
unexplainable. For instance, Constable  

       1937 Graham Crusader  Kermody came in for a haircut Tuesday morning 
and reported that he had seen Finlay doing 30 mph in a 35 zone. Normally Kermody never talks 
about anything associated with his job, but this news seemed to have left him in a state of 
shock. If you know Finlay, you know that he always drives at least 5 mph faster than the speed 
limit, often a lot faster, but Kermody, sitting in his black Holden with his stopwatch and Ready 
Reckoner on the straight stretch leading into town, saw 
that Finlay took exactly one minute for the half-mile. 
Bruce Oxborough, the town drunkard, came in later 
and mentioned that he hadn’t seen Finlay in the hotel 
for five days. This was also curious, for Finlay is a 
heavy drinker and normally goes to the pub every 
night. It then occurred to me that Finlay hadn’t been in 
to buy his usual supply of Capstan Ready-Rubbed and 
Tally Ho cigarette papers, even though he is a chain 
smoker and I am the only tobacconist in town.  
All very strange.  
                    Dodge Fargo Ute
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 Later in the afternoon Aug Kloetzke’s Pontiac pulled up outside and he walked in with his 
son Alex.  
 Minutes later, Howard Graeber’s daughter 
Betty trotted across the street from Howard’s GMH 
garage. It is the sorrow of Betty’s life that her father 
isn’t a farmer, for much as she loves helping Howard 
in the workshop, she would far prefer to be 
surrounded by animals and farm machinery. She 
never misses a chance, when one of the Kloetzkes is 
in town, to drop not very subtle hints that she would 
like to be invited out to the farm. My youngest child 
Marie, who adores Betty, heard her voice and came 
rushing in from my house behind the shop, but of 
course when the farmers are there, Betty has no time 
for her two-years-younger admirer. When Aug    Ford V8 Pilot 
mentioned that he had taught Alex to drive his Maple Leaf truck around the farm, Betty was visibly 
upset, clearly recognising that here was yet another delight that she had missed out on through 
being a townie. To Marie’s disappointment and Alex’s surprise, Betty stamped her foot angrily and 
ran back to her father’s garage.  
 Just as I was about to close the shop in walked Finlay, not wanting tobacco, but rather to 
put up a notice in my window. This is quite a usual occurrence, as Finlay is very public-spirited and 
is President of the Hall Committee and the 
Caravan and Camping Club, on the Committee of 
several sporting clubs as well as being a scout-
master and Secretary of the Car Club. I idly 
wondered what this notice would be about. Shortly 
after I had locked up the shop, I heard a loud 
crash, the horrible sound of crumpled metal in a 
motor accident. I unlocked the door and went out, 
but there was no sign of anything untoward having 
happened in the main street, which was 
inexplicable, as the sound had been very near. I 
thought then to look at Finlay’s notice and was     Singer SM 1500 
astonished to see that it was from a Christian Temperance organisation, advertising a public 
meeting in the Hall on the Wednesday of the coming week. This was truly astonishing, for Finlay 
was not only a heavy smoker and drinker, but has never been seen inside a church. My 
amazement was complete when I read that one of the speakers would be K.R. Finlay! I made a 
mental note not to miss this meeting at any price. 
 I had just returned to the house when, to Marie’s delight, Betty arrived, looking very agitated 
and worried, but doing her best to give her full attention to Marie and to not show her emotional 
state. The phone rang; it was Howard Graeber asking if I had seen Betty. When he arrived shortly 
afterwards, Betty tried to bolt, but Howard seized her arm and frog-marched her off home. The 
stricken look on Betty’s face suggested that she was going to her own execution, and caused my 
Marie to burst into hysterical crying. This was yet another strange occurrence.  
 That Friday afternoon, Dan O’Loughlin proudly pulled up in his new, blue Volkswagen. It is 
beautifully finished – as well as my Goliath is – and full of brilliant technical details, such as four-
wheel independent torsion bar suspension and an air-cooled, opposed four motor. 
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It has limited luggage space and is only a four-
passenger car, so it wouldn’t suit me with my 
three growing children, but it was very responsive 
to drive. 
 It makes so much sense to have the motor 
near the driven wheels and not to have a 
transmission shaft running the full length of the 
car.  
 Next Sunday at church there was a green 

Vanguard Spacemaster in the car park, and to my surprise 
Finlay was there with his family, greeting me jovially as if he 
had never done anything else on a Sunday morning but 
attend our church. My amazement was now complete. 
 Naturally I went to the meeting the following 
Wednesday, and Finlay spoke brilliantly, as he always does, 
describing how he had been in another town on Council 
business and had, against his better judgement, gone to a 
Temperance meeting and heard the self-same speakers we 
were about to hear. It had suddenly become clear to him that 
he had turned his back on God and had been      Goliath 1100 
letting his addictions control his life. He had fallen to his knees and prayed, and from that 
moment on his life had been transformed. Later he learned that his wife Gladys had been about 
to leave him because of his drinking. I was not the only one who had tears in my eyes as 
Gladys walked up to the stage and embraced him, and I’m sure I’m not the only one who also 
swore off alcohol and tobacco from that moment. The sale of tobacco products has gone down 
so much in my shop that I am now selling hair-care products and toys as side-lines. This was 
therefore explanation for Finlay’s behaviour, but the strange occurrences continued. He invited 
Major Dunleavy and his wife over for dinner, and the two men became firm friends. He has even 
become friendly towards Constable Kermody! 
 I later learned that Betty had decided that she 
could drive a truck as well as young Alex Kloetzke, and 
had taken one of the new Bedfords that Howard was 
preparing for delivery to the Council,  for a drive around 
the yard behind Howard’s garage. All went well until she 
had tried to park it back in the garage and had been 
unable to reach the brake pedal. The Bedford had 
ploughed into the front of Jack Butler’s old Chev. The 
damage to the Bedford was minimal and quickly fixed, but 
the front-end sheet metal of the Chev had been written 
off. It finished well for Howard though, if not for the poor old Chev. One of the local lads bought 
it to build a stock-car, and didn’t want the front-end sheet metal anyway. That didn’t help poor 
little Betty – the hiding that she got will no doubt discourage her from ever wanting to drive a 
truck again. Mind you, that’s a story that I won’t be repeating to my customers. 
 
FOOTNOTE: Some years later, when Betty was dating Fred Kloetzke’s son Martin, she made a 
point of learning to drive Fred’s Diamond T truck. More years on, her ability as a driver of trucks, 
tractors and other machinery, as well as her skill with animals, helped her and Martin become 
the most prosperous farming couple in the district.



14        SOME EARLY LAKE BED RACING IN WA. 
 Lake Perkollili about 32km from Kalgoorlie was a 
venue used for various motor speed record attempts 
including motorcycles, one notable attempt was described 
in the pages of the program for the 1931 WA Grand Prix run 
by The Sporting Car Club of WA. 
   “Though Lake Perkolilli has probably been used 
from pioneer times for essays in speed of one type or 
another the first motoring event of any 
importance to take place on the Lake was in 
1914 when Claude Connop, then Branch 
Manager of The Armstrong Cycle and Motor 
Agency at Kalgoorlie, succeeded in attaining 74 
mph on a 3½ hp. Triumph in an attempt on the 
Australasian Flying Mile record. Some stripped 
vehicles have been ridden and driven round the   Panorama of the lake 
Lake since, but not one in the hands of a driver quite so literally stripped as was Connop. Try as 
he would, he could not get the last mile an hour he wanted out of the machine, and as a last 
resource he stripped off every stitch of clothing in an endeavour to lessen wind resistance. It 
seemed a safe enough procedure, for the attempt was made very early in the morning. 
Conceive of Connop’s horror to espy, when he was at the 
other side of the Lake from the stop at which he had left 
his clothes, a car load of people arrive — a car load 
composed partly of ladies! They pulled up quite close to 
his clothes, and Connop, perforce, stayed shivering for a 
while in the early morning wind” 
 Forward to 1929 when Eric Armstrong won the 
State Championship driving an 8 cylinder Auburn from the 
current holder Arthur Colliver driving a Chrysler. The final             Auburn in racing trim  
deciding race was over 10 laps of the 2 mile course, Colliver was 
leading when he skidded off the track, Armstrong unhesitatingly 
ploughed through the dust to win by 19.8 seconds and an average 
speed of 88 mph. 
 An estimated crowd of 10,000 attended the first WA Grand 
Prix in 1931 conducted by the Sporting Car Club of WA. Colliver 
was still driving his Chrysler but Armstrong being a Triumph dealer 

swapped the Auburn for a 
supercharged 7 hp (850cc) 
Triumph and to prove that size 
doesn’t matter he achieved the 
following places, winner of the    Armstrong with GP cup 
under 10hp State Championship of 8 miles, dead-heat in the 
Lightning Short Handicap of 6 miles, second in the miniature 
Grand Prix and to cap it off The WA Grand Prix of 70 miles. 
The Grand Prix was a handicap event for which his arch 

 The Triumph Imp  rival Colliver received 
the cup for the fastest time. 
 Another feature of the program was The 
Perkolilli Aero Cup, three Moth aircraft flew from Perth 
on Saturday and the race was held on Sunday. The 
planes flew from Kalgoorlie to Lake Perkolilli completing 
3 laps around the racing track. The winner was Harry 
Baker’s Gypsy Moth piloted by Miss I Williams, Second  
Viv James, Gypsy Moth, Third W M Woods, Gypsy 
Moth, no times were recorded. 
          Imp in action 
Brian Byer 
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16     Con-Rod Classifieds 
 
Please advise editor when you advert is no longer required. Even if it is no longer listed on this 
page it may still be on the website. 
 
 
Wanted  1925 Buick Standard radiator surround, hopefully sound, needed to finish off the 
   car.   Ivan Venning- 0408 085 750  
 
Wanted  VW country buggy, driveable or in need of restoration, willing to pay a  
  reasonable price depending on the amount of work required to get it on the road.  

Bob Kay     8265 0442   lrkay@adam.com.au 
 

For sale 1970 J3 Bedford Tray Top Truck , 214c.in motor , runs but needs work, reas. con. 
  shedded at Clare most of its life , Not registered in recent years, Good restoration  
  project ,  C/N CDJ3BCO666105,  $1500  negotiable. Greg 0418 806 578 
 
For Sale EH Holden Ute Dismantled ready to be sand blasted, very good bolt on panels  
  and doors. Some rust in shell. Graham Goode 0418 894 304. Clare 
 
For Sale AR130 International truck circa 1954.  Complete. Motor turns over. Good 
  restoration project $1,000 ONO         Col  0417 512 444   Jamestown. 
 
For Sale  1974 Land Cruiser Tray top Needs work … offers  Glen  0409 140 592  Kapunda 
 
For Sale  J5 Bedford tipper Best offer around $1,500  Glen  0409 140 592   Kapunda. 
 
Wanted  as a restoration project going or not.   FX or FJ Holden   1949 - 1956  
   Ron Voss 85663224 or Ross Vogt. 8566 2021 
  
For sale    Pair 700x20 Tyres (10 ply)   Suit truck or large vintage car   
  All offers   Tony  8566 3115     Kapunda 
 
For Sale 1958 Fargo 3 ton truck good motor, no tray no rust, 4 New (NOS) 825x20 tyres  
  $1,500   Alex  0415 459 756   Clare 
 
For Sale 1958 Dodge 3 ton truck motor runs, no tray   
  $1,000   Alex  0415 459 756   Clare 
 
Wanted 4 Cylinder magneto SEV or similar mid 1920s 
                             Gary Blucher      0458 896 888 
 

mailto:lrkay@adam.com.au

